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The 29th Annual UUCC Auction will be held Saturday, November 8th,
5-9:30 pm, at the Owen Brown Interfaith Center. Your participation, either by donating
an event or item or by bidding on (and winning!) some of the exciting items offered,
helps raise funds for UUCC and strengthens your UUCC community through shared
activities. Mark your calendar now and plan on attending. It will be the most fun you'll
have all year, except for the events being offered at auction that night! The details:

¢ A Pre-auction caller will soon be contacting you to ask you to donate an event,
service, or food and tangible items. Please consider what you might donate.

e Want some ideas for what to donate? A list of all the activities, services, and
items donated last year can be viewed on the internet at
http://docs.google.com/Doc?id=dd82fpvd_53drtd2hc4.

e Many auction items repeat from year to year, so an advance look at this list will
give you some ideas for what to bid on.

e Want to donate an event or activity but not sure how to put it together? Or,
willing to help with an event but you don't want to take the lead for organizing it?
Call Ken Crandell at 410-997-4611, or tell your caller that you'd like help, and
Ken or another of our veteran event organizers will help you design your activity or
connect you with someone who needs a partner for their activity.

e Pre-registration

« is important and free. Last year we had a full house, standing room only!
Pre-register so you're not left out in the hall.

. is required if you want dinner, need childcare, or want a printed auction
catalog in advance.

e You can register at the door on Nov. 8, but it will cost you $10 (we really want you
to pre-register!).

e Special incentive for new members. If you have joined UUCC in the past year
and you pre-register, you will receive a $25 coupon applicable toward any auction
items purchased.

¢ Dinner is optional and available for those who pre-register and purchase a dinner
ticket. Cost is $14/person. BYO or wine, beer, and soft drinks available at the cash
bar.

e Child care will be available for those who pre-register. Dinner (pizza and drinks)
provided to the children at no charge.

e Printed auction catalogs will be available for those who preregister at UUCC on
Sunday, Nov 2, and at the door on Nov. 8.

e Questions? Call Carlton Haywood at 410-964-0825

e Doors open 5 pm, Nov 8. Music by the Chalice Messengers 5-6. Silent Auction
begins 5:30. Vocal Auction begins 6:00. Dinner at 7:00.



My Very Own Lemonade Stand

In these changing times, with the political and
economic future uncertain, the desire to "pull in the reins"
is understandable. Tough decisions are on the horizon
for our country, our employers, our congregation, and our
families.

Still, I am confident that this too shall pass. In my
young life, I've seen the stagflation of the 1970's, the
euphoria of the go-go 80's, the stability and promise of
the 90's, the irrational exuberance to the millennium, and
the devastation wrought by 9/11. No bubble, good or
bad, lasts forever. And the biggest lemons definitely
make the best lemonade.

Despite the recent economic setbacks in my own
personal economy, I still am blessed. Although my 401k
statement brings tears to my eyes, | don't have to worry
about food or shelter or clean drinking water or the
constant threat of violence. | have health, passionate love,
happy and healthy children, and what economists call
"disposable income.” I'll venture a guess that there are
billions of people wish they could trade places with me.

So now is the time for me to make lemonade. Heck, |
need to become a hero. | need to be a model for others to
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emulate. | need to take care of someone else -- someone
that I don't know. Would my family benefit more this
holiday season from a new tech gizmo or Wii, or by
giving a poor family that lives on a subsistence income a
draught ox or dairy cow from Heifer International?
Could a fraction of the money that I spend at Target on
weekly consumables be redirected to my UUCC pledge,
or directly to our social action partners, like the
Cradlerock Children's Center or Domestic Violence
Center or Big Creek People in Action who the YRUUS
worked with in West Virginia? Will | feel pain if | start
cooking spaghetti once and week instead of treating
myself to weekly take out from Hunan Manor? What if |
instead give the money | save to a local food bank that's
seeing demand rise at an unprecedented pace?

To quote the music of Gnarls Barkley:
"My heroes had the heart to lose their lives out on a limb
And all I remember, is thinking, | want to be like them."

It is our moral obligation to be a hero. Each one of us
has a superpower--the ability to make lemonade. Grab a
lemon --there are plenty around -- and squeeze until it
hurts.

Karuna Caring Column

My son, Mark, 49, died on Sunday, September 7th
after a brave struggle with esophageal cancer. Following
his wishes, all family members are now engaged in an
effort to raise awareness about the serious damage we can
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cause our bodies by ignoring the common symptom
known as heartburn. It is easily treated, but if ignored, it
can become an important and dangerous factor leading to
development of the cancer that took Mark’s life.

Chalice Messengers at Howard Community College

Our very own Chalice Messengers jazz quintet will
appear in concert at Howard Community College at
3:00pm on Sunday, October 26th. Come here a mix of
standards and originals, featuring the vocal talents of
Monica DeLeon, April Lee and Alison Matuskey and
our guest artist, Kyle Coughlin. Tickets are free, but
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advance reservations are recommended; to reserve
tickets, contact Lin Wang by Wednesday, October 22nd
at 314-495-1744. After October 22nd, you can reserve
tickets by calling the Horowitz Center Box Office at
HCC, at 410-772-4900.
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Message From the Executive Team

In an effort to clarify some of the recent
organizational changes at UUCC, we’ve created a list of
Frequently Asked Questions.
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The new Executive Team is smaller than the A-Team
(two people instead of four), and thus will be able to
respond to the congregation’s needs more efficiently and
effectively. Also, because it is now comprised of paid
staff, there will be greater continuity without constant
volunteer turnover. There will also be clearer lines of
communication, as each Council and staff position is
connected with one specific member of the Executive
Team. It is not so much a decision-making team, as a
team that empowers members and friends to do the work
they want to do, and provides them with the tools and
support they need to be successful
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The Executive Team includes two people: the
(Paige Getty) and the ! " #

(Maureen Harris). The Minister is responsible for the
program side of the organization (worship, religious
education, music, social action, etc.), and the Executive
Director is responsible for the operations side (finance,
communications, OBIC, personnel, etc.). Former
Stewardship Directors (lay members of the A-Team)
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Ken Crandell and Sylvia Hazzard will continue to work
with the Executive Team in an advisory role as the
transition from A-Team to E-Team progresses.
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Depending upon the nature of your question or need,
contact either of us directly by phone at 410-381-0097 or
by email at minister@uucolumbia.net or
executivedirector@uucolumbia.net
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The congregation elects the Board of Trustees, which
is a visionary body. The Board, with the congregation’s
input, creates the ends by asking “What difference do we,
as UUCC, want to make in the world?” The Executive
Team is charged with implementing the ends through the
work of the staff and the Councils. The Executive Team
reports back to Board on the progress that is being made
toward the ends. As it monitors this progress, the Board
continues to refine the ends. It is a dynamic, fluid
process that empowers the congregation to constantly
move toward its vision.
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Please contact us (see above) and we will gladly
respond to your questions. You may even see them in
future issues of the LINK!

“RE” is Now “LGL”

The Lifespan Growth and Learning (LGL) Council
(formerly known as the Religious Education (RE)
Council) is pleased to announce its new name, and with
it, a higher level of focus on education, faith development
and truth-seeking (“growth”) for people of all ages. In
this case, a rose by another name is essentially still a rose,
but it’s a bigger, more robust, encompassing and perfect
rose!

We decided to make the change now for two reasons.
First, it is in keeping with national trends in UU
nomenclature and we would like our LGL program to
remain pragmatic and forward thinking. Second, the
Search Committee is about to go public with its appeal
for a new, permanent Director of Lifespan Growth and
Learning (DLGL), and it is our opinion that a more
modern name for our program might help attract the very
best candidates.
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We know that “RE” is deeply ingrained in many
people’s speech patterns, and we are aware that
substituting with “LGL” will require some thought and
adjustment, but we believe that in the end the benefits
will be worth the effort. After using LGL for a week
now, we are pleased to report how fast LGL begins to roll
off the tongue!

We thank you for your continued support of the LGL
programs and look forward to sharing with you more of
our plans for the coming congregational year.

On behalf of the LGL Council,

$ & "
LGL Council Chair




Shared Ministry

On October 12, the next Next Step Class was
held downstairs in the conference room. The 11
presenters gave charming and informative 5 minute
infomercials to the attendees about their passions
here at UUCC. If you’re interested in volunteering
in any of the areas listed below, the presenters all
gave beautifully constructed handouts to the class
and they probably still have some left over, so ask
them if you’re interested.

o % $f. $: Marjorie Seidman, with a
plug for Chalice Ringers and Chalice Lights by
Tom Monroe.

o« " 9 # :Jo McLaughlin spoke in the
absence of Peter and Pat Fort and told the class
attendees that we not only wanted their time and
money, but also their blood!

e / #: Scott Beck told of the 3 levels of
running sound, the perk of Level 1 being that
everyone thinks you really know something
because you’re sitting in the sound booth.

e % $ #- # " # # :Nancy
Corporon presented & community built.
o H$# % .#: Jen Larsson

spoke and kept mentioning how all the tasks
related to this Council were pieces of cake. How
Uu.

e #H8%- + # .4 (the
coming name of the Religious Education
Council): In the absence of others from the
Council our dear Interim DLRE, Karen Lee
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Scrivo spoke. She handed out a wonderful
Volunteer Interest Form. Ask her!

o Iz< # . oz # . =% -

# #6 > Tom Fulda spoke about this group
and then he also couldn’t help interjecting a few
things about the monthly Forums and
Cradlerock Childrens Center and I think he still
stayed within his 5 minutes.

e / .# :Carlton Haywood gave an engaging
talk about the upcoming Auction, Nov 8. Please
do engage!

. A4 $ < > Candy
Wachterman presented all the volunteer
opportunities to become part of the Cradlerock
Team. (Once a month naptime volunteers
needed so staff meetings can happen.)

o " # /. % .#: The new chair, Bob
Schurter, ended our presentations with two
time slots of information about the SAC.

Many thanks to all the presenters and attendees
— another successful Next Step!

If we all give even half of what we take from
our vibrant busy community, we will all still be rich.
Email SMF@uucolumbia.net to find out where you
can fit in with your special talents and your
particular interests or with any questions. By
volunteering in the right task for you, you may grow
in spirit, knowledge, friends, and love for your
community. How can you turn that down?
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ParentSuccess.com

Tips, resources and
bookstore offering
* practical help for parents.

Book Publishing Consultant—Helping writers
bridge the gap from manuscript to published
book. Do you have a book in you? Let’s talk.
First hour’s consultation free.
Rog & Eileen McIntire, 410-290-7058,
parentsuccess@verizon.net

Money Matters

Gail Thompson Max Buffington

Eldercare: bill paying, Medicare billing, home payroll

www.home.comcast.net/~money_matters ____________
(301) 854-0575

6801 Redberry Road anl

Clarksville, MD 21029 L 1 i
Money_Matters@comcast.net
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News from UUCC’s Journey Toward Wholeness Team & ADORE 1 #$

ADORE (A Dialogue on Race & Ethnicity) will meet
on Wednesday, November 19", from 7-9pm at OBIC.
We anticipate a program of discussions that will enable
members to know each other better and to deepen our
exploration of racism and white privilege. And, we will
hear from UUCC members who attended the 4" Annual
JPD-JTW Antiracism Conference on October 25",

The ADORE group includes UUCC and Channing
Memorial members and invites all UUs to attend this
open and ongoing group focused on learning skills to
build an anti-racism/anti-oppression, multiracial/

multicultural community. Monthly meetings are
facilitated by Paula Cole Jones and Rev. Paige Getty.
Each meeting provides an opportunity to deepen our
knowledge of racial justice through discussions about
films, guest speakers, personal experience, and current
events. This program is part of the Journey Toward
Wholeness program of the Joseph Priestly District. In the
JPD, the spotlight is on UUDD as our congregation
actively pursues the work of undoing racism and
oppression. Contact: adore@uucolumbia.net.

Social Action: Community Outreach Projects

The community outreach projects of the Social
Action Council continue to appreciate your full support.
Please participate in the Beans & Bread efforts to
provide lunches and casseroles to people and families in
Baltimore who cannot make their income stretch and who
need nutritious meals each day.

Also, the Eva Johnson Center is depending on
UUCC to help them provide food and household staples
to the families they serve who are unable to afford these
basics.

Domestic Violence Center will receive our Second
Sunday Outreach Offering on November 9.
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Jodi Finkelstein, executive director, will participate in our
services that morning. Please consider becoming a
volunteer and we can plan training at UUCC during the
next few months.

The Social Action Council is nominating the
Domestic Violence Center of Howard County for the
Mary Byron Award of $10,000. Hopefully, this award
will be granted to DVC and we can invite you to a large
celebration.

Straight for Equality

( = + is a project of PFLAG that aims
to reach out to people who do not have a close family
connection to the gay (GLBT) community, but are aware
of and bothered by the injustices still evident in society.

The goal is to create more straight allies. An ally is
someone who 1) has a willingness to learn, 2) a
willingness to face the barriers & discomforts that make it
hard for them to “come out” as an ally and 3) seeks ways
to be supportive. PFLAG realizes that there is no single
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way to be an ally and that allies need to develop at their
own pace. If you are interested in learning more, there is
a website www.straightforequality.org, and a “Guide To
Being A Straight Ally”. Bob Jackson (443-546-3227)
has a copy of the guide and can get more. Collette
Roberts (410-290-8292), head of the local PFLAG
Chapter, is also a great source of information. The web
site for the local chapter is www.pflagmd.org.

Acupuncture
Waorking for aver 5.000 years!

Headaches Injuries

Fatigue Pain

Recurrent colds Insomnia
Digestive problems Wotmen's wellness
Anxiety or depression  Smoking cessation

Karen Johnson L Ac., RN
Karen-Johnson-Acupuncture.net

(40)38-3495

COMPUTER SHOP

$ Computer Sales & Service
Hardware & Software Upgrades
Network Consultants

7290-K Cradlerock Way Phone
Columbia MD 21045 Fax
(Owen Brown Shopping Center)

410-309-9898
410-309-9696
www.computershopmd.com




Friday Night Movie: November 7th @ 6:30pm

Please joinus " / and# 0 for
the Friday Night Movie at OBIC. All movies have at
least a small leshian, gay, bisexual, or transgendered
subplot or theme, but regardless of
sexual orientation or gender identity. Our audience has
always been a mix of UUCC and PFLAG (Parents and
Friends of Lesbians and Gays) members.

# # 114

Get there early for pizza at 6:30pm, and the movie
will start at 7:00pm. The movie is free. A small

# of $5is requested to cover the cost of pizza,

soda, and snacks.

Contact Lorien for details about the next movie or to
be added to an email information list
(newsletter@uucolumbia.net).

O =

Social Action Council The SAC coordinates the social
action and social justice projects of UUCC. The Social
Action Council meets 8-10 months per year on the

4th Tuesday of the month from 7:30 to 9:00 pm. To
confirm meeting times and to get or share information and
ideas, please contact Bob Schurter, SAC Chair
(socialaction@uucolumbia.net).

Beans & Bread , : Leave casseroles in freezer

in furnace room or freezer in downstairs kitchen after 6pm.

- * . Last Sunday of the month, come to OBIC
early (7:30 am) to join the production team. Contact: Jeri
Wiggins at 410-997-1713.

Community Blood Drives are sponsored by UUCC and
held three times a year at OBIC. Donors must be 17 years
of age or older, in good health, and weigh at least 110 Ibs.
Contact Pat Fort (uuccblooddrive@comcast.net or
410-381-4546) to find out when the next drive is
scheduled and how you can help.

Food Donations Please deposit donations of non-
perishable food items in the can in the upstairs OBIC
kitchen. Donations are contributed to the local food bank.
Contact Sheldon and Kaye Pelovitz (410-772-8323).

Peace Team Contact Bob Schurter.

©®
Minister’s Discretionary Fund Rev. Paige Getty
maintains a fund that she uses to aid those in need.
Sometimes the needy are members of the UUCC
community, and sometimes they aren’t. If you would like
to make a contribution to this fund, please write a check to
UUCC Minister’s Discretionary Fund, or contact
Rev. Getty (minister@uucolumbia.net).

Moveable Feast Second Sunday of each month, there is a
collection of desserts for HIV-AIDS patients to be
delivered with their meals to their home. Contact Jeri
Wiggins (410-997-1713) or Cynthia MacDonald
(410-799-9517) for details.

Second Sunday Outreach Offering (SSO0O) On the
second Sunday of the month, UUCC collects a special
offering to be given to a worthy recipient organization.
The recipient is selected by the Social Action Council.
Please contact Tara Della Vecchia with questions or
suggestions for recipients.

Welcoming Congregation Committee \Works to ensure
that UUCC welcomes the lesbhian, gay, bisexual, and
transgendered (LGBT) community, and actively works to
protect the civil and legal rights of LGBT people. Contact
Bob Jackson for more information. (See also the $

* - " under “Ongoing Activities”).

Living In The Uight
12 Step Bookstore and Glft Shop
silver Jewelry, Books, CD's, Medallions, Meditations Supplies, Etc

Jay you saw this ad and get a 15%: discount!

Toll free: 888-805-7839
local: 410-884-6088
Fox: 410-884-6099

9650 Basket Ring Road
Columbia, KD 21045

wwuw.livinginthelight.com

o SEOUTED Courey

A Home For A Variety of 12-Step
Anonymous Program Meetings

fp] 410-884-6088 (f] 410-884-6099
http:/fserenitycenter.homestead.com
9650 Basket Ring Road, Columbia, D 21045




Supporting Each Other in Uncertain Times

In his book of daily meditations, The Book of
Awakening, Mark Nepo tells of a Holocaust survivor —
Miriam Elkes -- who later recalled the two objects that
sustained her through those horrendous years. One was a
piece of bread she hid in her clothing and the other was a
broken comb. The bread was for someone who needed it
more than she. And with the comb, she brushed her hair
nightly as an affirmation of herself as a person.

In reflecting on that story, Nepo asks us to think
about what we carry that we can give to those in more
need than ourselves. And what do we do each day affirm
our person.

“For to carry the smallest crust of bread or truth we
can offer others always reminds us of two essential facts:
that we do not live this life alone, and that no matter what
the severity of our own circumstances, we have
something to give to others,” says Nepo, a poet,
philosopher and teacher. “The fact of this does not
invalidate our pain, but affirms our worth, that even in
pain we can be of value.”

I find these thoughts particularly relevant in light of
the turbulent economic times we are currently facing.
Unitarian Universalist Association President Bill
Sinkford and Beth Miller, UUA’s Director of Ministry
and Professional Leadership, recently wrote to religious
educators about how we can serve as people of faith in
these tough times. But I find that their words apply to all
of us since ours is a shared ministry.

“We ourselves may be fearful for our own well-being
and that of our families,” Revs. Sinkford and Miller said.
“And yet, we are called to lead. Perhaps we can offer a
word or comfort and hope. Sometimes it is more
important to allow these experiences to be spoken or and
heard. Sometimes, as you well know, it is simply our
compassionate presence in the face of anguish that is
called for.”

As part of an effort to help us support one another in
these uncertain times, the UUA has created a special

webpage called “Worship Resources for Tough Economic
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Times.” (http://www.uua.org/spirituallife/120486.shtml )
It is a collection of meditations, prayers, sermons, hymns,
anthems, readings. op-ed pieces, small group ministry
sessions and resources for families from UU leaders
across the country.

Among the family resources is a thoughtful section
on balancing time, money and spirit as well as looking at
this issue in the context of our UU faith.

“Perhaps nothing is more telling in regard to our
religious values than the ways in which we choose to
accumulate and spend money and the ways in which we
choose to spend our time. And perhaps nothing has a
greater impact on our spirit,” writes Jacqueline Clements
in “Let’s Talk About Time/Money Balance.”

Each of our seven Principles, she says, in some way
touches on how we use our time and money and develop
our spirit. The first Principle — the worth and dignity of
every person — speaks to our individuality. And the
seventh Principle — the interconnected web of all
existence — focuses on our connectedness. The remaining
Principles consider how we agree to act as individuals
within the web of life.

“In each instance we are called to use our resources
of time and energy (and those resources as expressed
through money) to the best causes of justice, freedom and
love,” she says.

The section also offers information and practical
suggestions to help us work toward achieving that
balance - regardless of our age — as well as activities for
families and multi-generational groups. There is also a
list of resources of books and websites to further explore
ways to better balance time, money and spirit in our lives.

As we strive to find that balance, I’m reminded of the
words of R. Monckton Milnes:

@9 . $

Job Opening: UUCC Youth Director

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of
Columbia is looking for a dedicated Youth Director for
our religious education program. The Youth Director
will oversee the administration of the youth program,
grades 8-12, working closely with the Director of
Lifespan Growth and Learning (DLGL). Candidates for
the position will exhibit an obvious love of teenagers; an
affirmation and understanding of Unitarian Universalist
principles and sources; the ability to work collegially and

collaboratively with adult staff and volunteers; program
development, management, and organizational skills; and
a sense of humor. The position requires an average of 10
hours per week, including mandatory attendance during
Sunday youth meetings and other youth events. For a job
description and additional information, please contact
Kelly McKenny, UUCC Congregational Secretary at
admin@uucolumbia.net, (410) 381-0097. Application
deadline: November 30, 2008.

?




Introducing the OBIC Memory Garden

Have you noticed? Something’s happening out back,
behind the sanctuaries: the OBIC Memory Garden and
patio will begin construction this month.

For a long time, members of UUCC and CUMC
(Christ United Methodist Church) have wanted to
develop a memorial garden at OBIC to honor loved ones
and friends. We also would love an outdoor patio to
provide more space for coffee hours, socializing, and
weddings. And there’s a drainage problem, which needs
immediate remediation, along the rear walls of the
building.

The OBIC Memory Garden can answer all these
needs! Best of all, thanks to a very generous anonymous
gift and seed money recently approved by the OBIC
Board, construction of the patio can begin this month.
The 1,500 square-foot patio will extend behind both
sanctuaries and will include a sitting wall and trellis. To
create the memorial garden, we will expand the garden
areas to the rear of OBIC and beds closer to the building.
This will enhance the view from both sanctuary windows
and the new patio. Small trees and shrubs will create the
feeling of an outdoor room, appealing to all the senses
with its charm and beauty.

The OBIC Memory Garden will give you the
opportunity to make a gift in memory or honor of
someone special to you. Your gifts will supplement the
funding to-date to create the patio garden and maintain it
through the years. A memorial plaque will list names of

#

deceased loved ones when donors make a gift in memory.
The “add on” design of the plaque will allow us to
include additional names as future memorial gifts are
received. Donors can also make contributions marking
special occasions (e.g., a wedding or birth of a child). The
names of living honorees will appear on the OBIC
Website and in other print formats.

Do you have a memorial gift to make or someone
special you would like to honor? Donations now would
be very helpful, because we need to cover the cost of
plants, shrubs, and trees to plant this fall. Equally
important, your timely donations will allow us to accept
the generous offer of our contractor who has agreed to
plant any trees or shrubs that we purchase and deliver to
the site while his crew is working at OBIC. So, consider
making donations now as alternatives to upcoming, more
conventional birthday or holiday gifts. Brochures
containing more details are available at OBIC.

Need more information about the garden or how to get
involved? Please contact: Lauren Haywood, OBIC
Manager or the Memory Garden Committee: Dea
Atkins, Pat Heidel, Mary Jo Messenger, and Ann
Wing.

As the Memory Garden project “grows,” watch for
updates on Sundays and in The Link.
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Delightiul Destinations
Cruises, Groups, Tours, Fundraising Trips

FO. Box 1531
Owings Mills, MD 21117

Andres ol
Trawvel Specialist

410-635-0216

FAX: 410-B55-0216
htip:iidestinationagent. cam'ahot

ddtravelen@comcast.net ™
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Kay Armstrong Baker
ABR, CRS, GRI
Distinguished Sales Assoc.

5575 Sterrett Place

Columbia, Maryland 21044
Office: (410) 730-6100

www.kayarmstrongbaker.net

mn Voice Mail: (410) 715-3211
e TN ) Fax: (410) 74(_)—8258
L — E-mail: kayarmstrongbaker@mris.com




World Religions

Three billion people in the world today are Hindu,
Muslim or Buddhist. Do you know anyone who comes
from one of from these faith traditions? How much do
you know about their beliefs and practices? This fall we
will offer several opportunities to begin to learn about
these world religions. The series will be continued and
expanded to other religions in the spring if there is
sufficient interest. On . 23 , Yahya Hendi, a
world-renowned Muslim scholar, joined us for a talk on
Muslim faith.

We invite you to explore two other major religions
with us this fall:

& is the world's oldest —and third largest--
religion, with a billion adherents. Over a million Hindus
live in the United States. We will visit the Greater
Baltimore Hindu-Jain Temple in Finksburg to participate
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to talk with their priest and members and experience a
worship service.

# . Friday, November 14, 2008
: 7:00-9:00 pm (meet at OBIC at 6:15pm to
carpool with other UUCC members)

- — Visit the Washington Buddhist Vihara, the
oldest Theravada (Southeast Asian) Buddhist monastery
in the USA. Participate in a discussion with one of the
resident monks, and attend a prayer service.

# . Saturday, December 6, 2008
: 6:00-8:00 pm (carpooling provided - meet in
the OBIC parking lot at 4:45)

, : Barbara Myers at (410) 446-5992 or
interfaith@uucolumbia.net

Thank You from the OMHS Alpha Achievers
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It has been almost 12 years since we came up with
the idea to establish a leadership group for young men of
color at Oakland Mills High School (OMHS). The
premise behind the group was to establish a group where
young men of color could come together, build
camaraderie, develop strong leadership skills and provide
community service to the community. The criteria was
that each must posses a 3.0 GPA (grade point average)
for the quarter. Inthe 11+ years of the group, the
numbers have grown as well as the reputation of the
group. Each year more and more young men strive to be
a part of the group.

At the end of the senior year, each young man that
has been a member of the group for 8 quarters or more is
awarded honor cords to wear along with his graduation
gown. For many, this is an extreme honor. It is a visual
reminder and public display that he is considered an
honors student. Each year awards are given to the young
men that have been top leaders, scholars, and an
inspiration to the group as a whole. These awards are
given based on the work within the group and the work
within the community.

The boys have established mentor programs within
the school and throughout the community. They have
provided relief for soldiers by gathering supplies to be
shipped abroad. They have provided service to students
and parents with our school. Yet, at the end of each year,

t. & $/7 #
we are only able to recognize a few of the boys that have
worked so hard and have been so committed.

Since the awards that are given are based on the
amount of money the boys are able to raise within the
year, the awards are few and could change from year to
year. Last year, the group was able to raise enough
money to give every graduating senior a cash award for
his service to the group. It was a lot of hard work but
each graduate was overjoyed. The cash award may only
buy lunch or perhaps a small book, yet the guys were
proud that they raised the money and could present each
award.

Thanks to the generous donation of the Unitarian
Universalist Congregation of Columbia, this year’s
seniors will already be set for at least the same gift as the
previous graduates. You have allowed the class of 2009
to move forward knowing that with hard work, each will
have some sort of scholarship given (if it is only a book)
at the end of their high school career. Your donation has
served as an incentive to those that may have grumbled
about community service. Now, each boy can see what
happens to them directly when someone cares.

Words cannot express my gratitude and admiration
for your congregation. If there is anything I or the Alpha
Achievers can do, please do not hesitate in letting us
know. You are our shining star and beacon of light. |
thank the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of
Columbia from the bottom of my heart.

— Vincent James, Staff Advisor for the Alpha
Achievers of Oakland Mills

— Damani Lewis, 2008-2009 President




How to spread the news
about UUCC events

Follow these simple steps to get the word out
about UUCC events:

1. : The deadline is the second Sunday of
the month. E-mail all copy and inserts to Editor
Lorien Haavik (newsletter@uucolumbia.net). If
you are a regular contributor to I <orif you
plan on contributing articles) and you would like a
monthly friendly reminder about the upcoming
deadline, please send an e-mail to Lorien with “send
me a reminder” in the subject line. Reminders will be
sent, by e-mail, on the Wednesday before each
deadline.

2. Thursday E-mail Blasts: Keith Smith
(eblast@uucolumbia.net) sends a weekly e-mail blast
every Thursday. The deadline is 8 pm Wednesday.
Be brief. Your news or event will start appearing on
the weekly e-mail blasts three weeks before the
event. E-mail blasts are for non-repetitive events
only. Regular meetings are listed in I on
our Web site, and briefly in the Sunday Bulletin.

3. Sunday Service Bulletin: Announcements for
UUCC's Sunday Service Bulletin should sent to the
Bulletin Editor (uuccoos@uucolumbia.net) no later
than 10:00 am on Wednesday. Please be brief - no
longer than a few sentences. Make sure the date,
time, and contact person(s) are included.

4. Media Publicity: If you have an event that you
want the public to attend, e-mail
(admin@uucolumbia.net) or mail the information to
Sheri Spandau one month before the event. She will
submit press releases to the local media, when
appropriate.

5. Web site publicity: If you have an update to
existing website publicity content that you want to
publish to the UUCC website, email Jeff Polon,
(webmaster@uucolumbia.net). You can send the
PDF file or Microsoft Word file that he will convert
to PDF. Please give Jeff at least two weeks notice to
make the change.

Join the Discussion!

UUCC has an online discussion group! It's not a high-
traffic group and won't fill up your mailbox. You will find
issues that affect UUCC and UUs, minutes of board
meetings, other important messages for the congregation,
and more. If you're a member or active friend, sign up now
S0 you won't miss anything! To subscribe, send a blank e-
mail to uucolumbia-subscribe@yahoogroups.com or for
more information, contact Sherry Peruzzi..

Boost UUCC Building Fund
by Buying Groceries!

Gift Cards are now available for Food Lion, Giant
Food, Superfresh, and Weis Markets. The Building
Fund receives $5 for every $100 Gift Card you purchase
from UUCC.

If you shop at any of these stores, please purchase Gift
Cards from us. Contact Leo McPherson (410-744 5073)
or see him in the lobby most Sundays.

e The inherent worth and dignity of every person;

e Justice, equity and compassion in human
relations;

e Acceptance of one another and encouragement
to spiritual growth in our congregations;

e A free and responsible search for truth and
meaning;

e The right of conscience and the use of the
democratic process within our congregations
and in society at large;

e The goal of world community with peace,
liberty and justice for all,

e Respect for the interdependent web of all
existence of which we are a part.




ADORE (A Dialogue on Race and
Ethnicity) meets on the 3rd
Wednesday of each month from 7-
9pm at OBIC from Sep - June. Our
dialogues examine the issues of
racism and building a multicultural
community. ADORE is open to
UU's and meetings are facilitated
by Paula Cole Jones and Rev. Paige
Getty. Contact Kathy Harris (410-
997-7017).

Biking Club meets monthly Mar-
Nov for rides of varying lengths
and levels of difficulty. For more
information, contact Peter Fort
(410-381-4546).

Community Blood Drives are
sponsored by UUCC and held three
times a year at OBIC. Donors must
be 17 years of age or older, in good
health, and weigh at least 110 Ibs.
Contact Pat Fort (410-381-4546 or
blooddrive@uucolumbia.net) to
find out when the next drive is
scheduled and how you can help.

Duplicate Bridge starts at 7:15pm
on the 4th Friday of every

month; must call Leo McPherson

(410-744-5073). Partners available.
Enjoy a friendly game.

Friday Night GLBT Movie

1st Friday of every month at
OBIC, 6:30pm. Free pizza and
movie. Contact Lorien Haavik
(newsletter@uucolumbia.net) for
more info.

Game Group meets on the 2™ Fri
of each month. New members
welcome. Attendees bring favorite
card or table games, or even clever
riddles to solve. Contact Nancy
Farley (410-740-4866)
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Ongoing Activities

Jazz Connection meets at 7:30 pm
the last Mon of each month to
experience JAZZ. Come, sit back,
listen, participate, and enjoy.
Contact Cole Wiggins
(410-997-1713) or John Holt
(410-655-0216).

Meditation Group meets every
Tuesday night at 7:30 for 40-50
minutes of meditation to music or
in silence. Bring your tapes or CDs
to share with the group. Contact:
Cathy Muller (410-381-7528).

Men's Group Monthly Breakfast
meets the last Wed of the month at
9:00am at the Forest Diner on

Rt. 40 West. Contact Jim
(443-812-2148).

PFLAG (Parents and Friends of
Lesbians and Gavs) meets on the
2™ Tues each month from 7:30 to
10:00 pm in the UU Sanctuary
(Room B). Contact Linda Linton
(410-997-0792 or
www.pflagmd.org)

Second Sunday Bookstore Find
the right words for inspiration,
ideas, gifts, and information all at
the UUCC Bookstore on the second
Sunday of every month. Questions,
suggestions, limited like-new
donations welcome. Contact
Eileen McIntire (410-290-7058).

Turning Circle UUCC's Pagan
Interest Group, meets the 2" Fri of
each month at 7:30 pm at OBIC.
Bring food or drink to share after
circle. For information, contact
Alex Cauthen-Zach Zach
(410-536-4909).
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Song Circle Bring your voice and/
or instrument to the monthly UUCC
Song Circle on the 3" Fri of each
month, at 7:30 pm. Members are
encouraged to provide multiple
copies of lyrics or guitar tab, which
can found at: http://www.olga.net/;
http://www.guitartabs. cc/; http://
www.guitaretab.com/. The Song
Circle is hosted at members homes,
so join the e-mail list to be notified
of locations and directions: http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/
uucc_songcircle/. For more
information, contact Jay Paul
(410-531-0219).

Spiritual Support Group This
group focuses on assisting your
personal spiritual search and
deepening your individual spiritual
experience. Drop-ins are welcome!
The group meets at 7:30 pm every
Tues at OBIC in Room 3. For more
information call Nancy Lewman
(410-531-5237).

Chalice Ringers handchimes group
rehearses Monday evenings at
7:30p in the UUCC sanctuary
(meeting room B). Contact Tom
Monroe for more info (410-964-
3185 or musicyd@uucolumbia.net).

UUCC Adult Choir Anyone
interested in joining should contact
Tom Benjamin for information
(410-750-2709 or
musicd@uucolumbia.net).

Young Adult Group welcomes all
YA's (ages 18 to 35) in celebrating
spiritual, service, and social
interests of the UU Faith. For more
information, contact Mark
Lazzaro (410-788-8817), or visit:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group
/uuccyoungadults
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Blood Drive Results

Another Blood Drive behind us! Despite lower-than-
normal registration due primarily to the large number of
people who have been traveling lately, we had a good
turnout of those who were registered, very few deferrals,
and an incredible number (11) of walk-ins.

69 Donors registered and went through the screening
process. 61 Donors were successful, and 7 of these were
double-red (ALY X) donors, so their donations count
double!

68 units were collected which is, for us, an all-time
record, and gives us a cumulative total of 1,245 units,
something we can all be proud of.

In addition, some very interesting door prizes were
donated by area merchants. Many thanks to Sonoma's Bar
and Grille, Harris Teeter, and David's Natural Market for
their gift certificates, to Trader Joe's for their huge gift
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basket, to Orinoco for the coffee (the same coffee we
enjoy at UUCC on Sunday mornings), to Martek
Biosciences for their mugs and DHA (see
www.martek.com), to Living in the Light for the gift
bags, and to Jo McLaughlin for the tickets to tonight's
Empty Bowls Fundraiser. If you patronize any of these
merchants, please let them know how much you
appreciated their support. In all, the door prizes were
worth close to $500.

The next drive is scheduled for Valentine's Day,
February 14, 2009. 56 people already have their
appointments. If you'd like to join them, either as donor
or volunteer, please let me know.

Thanks to all of you who made this drive such a
success!

An Uplifting Opportunity

In celebration of its 4th Anniversary of service, Neighbor
Ride, a volunteer-based nonprofit dedicated to decreasing
isolation and improving the quality of life for Howard
County’s older residents by providing reasonably priced,
reliable transportation, is teaming up with the VVolunteer
Center Serving Howard County to promote volunteerism
among those 60 and over. The wealth of talent and
experience among older members of the Howard County
community is a perfect fit for the ever-growing volunteer
needs of local non-profit organizations and educational
programs. Often, the only roadblock to getting seniors
involved in volunteer activities is a lack of available
transportation options.

& 48

You can help give seniors the lift they need to help
others in the community by volunteering as a Neighbor
Ride driver. Driving for Neighbor Ride is an incredibly
flexible! and re warding volunteer experience; and now
more than ever, our volunteers and the seniors they serve
can make a world of difference in Howard County!

Please contact Colleen Konstanzer at 410-884-RIDE
(7433) or community@neighborride.org for more
information or to volunteer.

Wise USA Global Meditation, Sunday, November 2nd: 4:30—6pm

We are invited to link with people around the
world in meditation, prayer, and celebration to call
forth wisdom and compassion from America, for the
benefit of the entire Earth community. Gatherings in
four major US cities will be linked by videoconference
for a ninety-minute ceremony that will be broadcast via
live audio to a global online audience. Rev. Louise
Green, Minister of Social Justice at All Souls, will
facilitate the D.C. gathering as we join with others in
healing presence. Program includes speaking, music
and meditation.

See www.gaiafield.net for more information, other
sites, and to participate in Internet programming and
meditation in preparation for this event.

To be held at the Sanctuary at All Souls Unitarian,
D.C. Doors open at 4 pm — Please be seated by 4:30
pm for a global simulcast.

6:15 pm -- An Insight Meditation Community of
Washington (www.imcw.org) program with Senior
Teacher Hugh Byrne will follow for those who wish to
continue in discussion and meditation at All Souls.
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Sunday Services

Owen Brown Interfaith Center

7246 Cradlerock Way
Columbia, Maryland
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Daylight Saving Time ends on November 2, 2008.

Remember to turn your clocks

% one hour

on Saturday night, November 1st!

November 2

Jwggm

CJ)(J (1)

November 9

November 16

November 23

November 30

— Joshua Searle-
Whlte Storyteller and guest worship leader;
Kay Armstrong Baker, Worship Associate.
This service is a multi-generational
celebration of the joy of life through music
and storytelling. Come and join us as we
explore joy in both its starry-eyed and down-
to-earth versions. Who knows? You might
find some new ways to open to joy in your
church community.

In the second of her Seven Deadly Sins
sermon series, the Rev. Paige Getty will
address the topic of , . Also, our guest
on this day will be Jodi Finkelstein,
Executive Director of the Domestic
Violence Center of Howard County. She
will speak about the work of the DVC, to
whom we will direct our Second Sunday
Outreach Offering. , , *

The Rev. Paige Getty has chosen to leave
open the specific topic of this worship
service. She will speak “as the Spirit
moves”, most likely offering post-
Presidential-election thoughts and reflection.

We join with many other Unitarian
Universalists around the globe in the Guest
at Your Table initiative, this year celebrating
the 60th anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. The Rev.
Paige Getty preaching. , ,
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A multi-generational Thanksgiving
celebration, led by Karen Lee Scrivo,
Interim Director of Lifespan Growth and
Learning, and a team of lay worship leaders.




Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia

November 2008
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9:00a UUCC Worship | 7:00p Changing 7:30p Spiritual 10:00am 6:30p Friday 5:30p Annual
11:00a UUCC Worship | CO2 Support Group Building Your | Night movie Auction
1:00p Parents as 7:30p Own Theology
Resident Theologians Meditation 2:00p Piano
5:00p Quest, YRUU Group Lessons
7:00p Chalice
Choir rehearsal
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
9:00a UUCC Worship 7:00p Handchimes | 7:30p Spiritual 2:00p Piano 7:30p Pagan 7:00p Coffee
11:00a UUCC Worship | 7:00p Changing Support Group Lessons Spirituality House
12:30p Quest, YRUU CO2 7:30p 7:00p Chalice Grou_p— ]
12:30p Membership Meditation Choir rehearsal | Turning Circle
Orientation Group
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
9:00a UUCC Worship | 7:00p Handchimes | 7:30p Spiritual 7:00p ADORE | 2:00p Piano
10:30a Sunday Forum | 7:00p Changing Support Group Group Lessons
11:00a UUCC Worship | CO2 7:30p 7:00p Chalice
1:00p Parents as 7:30p PFLAG Meditation Choir rehearsal
Resident Theologians Parents Group Group
2:00p Grandmothers
for Peace
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
9:00a UUCC Worship | 7:00p Handchimes | 8:30a Turkey 7:00p UUCC 7:00p Chalice
11:00a UUCC Worship | 7:00p Changing Giveaway Board Meeting | Choir rehearsal
5:00p Quest, YRUU, Co2 7:30p Spiritual
owL 7:30p Jazz Support Group
Listening 7:30p
Meditation
Group
7:30p Spiritual
Support Group
30
7:00a Bag Lunches
9:00a UUCC Worship
11:00a UUCC Worship
5:00p Quest, YRUU,
OowL




Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia

Owen Brown Interfaith Center *
410-381-0097 *  fax 410-381-6537 *

7246 Cradlerock Way  *
admin@uucolumbia.net *

Columbia, MD 21045
www.uucolumbia.net

Staff

Rev. Paige Getty, %t #  (minister@uucolumbia.net)
Maureen Harris, 12 . ¢ 9#
Karen Lee Scrivo t Of
(dlre@uucolumbia.net)

Kelly McKenny, ¢ .. (admin@uucolumbia.net)
Phyllis Jovich, * %t #$ 7 ¢ (smf@uucolumbia.net)
Tom Benjamin, % $. 9t (musicd@uucolumbia.net)
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Michael Adcock, /% .4 % $t. Of (musicad@uucolumbia.net)
Tom Monroe, 1 % $%. Of (musicyd@uucolumbia.net)
Pat Fort,™ 44 - (bookkeeper@uucolumbia.net)
Bobbi Koons, * D55, /$$i%
$tt D- 1 Sk (ydir@uucolumbia.net)
Jill King # . ¢ (childcare@uucolumbia.net)

Karuna Pastoral Caregiving Team (karuna@uucolumbia.net)

Sunday Bulletin
Deadline: Weds, 10 am, UUCC Office or uuccoos@uucolumbia.net

Sunday Services
Services at 9am and 11am (See the insert for more information)

OBIC Office Hours (410-381-2000 or info@obicolumbia.org)
Monday - Friday, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

(ExecutiveDirector@uucolumbia.net)

Board of Officers and Trustees (board@uucolumbia.net)
Jill Christianson, President
$t4# D- , Vice-President
Jean Thiebaux, Secretary
Ken Rock, Treasurer
Mary Rodgers, Trustee At-Large
Therese Sohr, Trustee At-Large
Eileen Clegg, Trustee At-Large

Religious Education

Religious Education classes and nursery care are available for
Preschool through Eighth Grade at 9:00 am and 11:00 am. Eighth
grade OWL (Our Whole Lives — sexuality education), Quest Coming-
of-Age, and High School Youth Group, YRUU (Young Religious
Unitarian Universalists) meet on Sunday evenings, 5-7pm. Contact
ydir@uucolumbia.net for more information.

UUCC Administration Office Hours
Monday - Friday 9:00am - 3:00 pm, Sunday 8:00 am - 1:00 pm

Minister's Office Hours Rev. Getty is in the office regularly
Tuesday through Friday. However, she will meet you by appointment
on any day except Monday, her day of rest. In case of a pastoral
emergency, you may try to reach her at home: 443-259-0472.




