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On the Seven Deadly Sins sermon series: 
 

 Social sin is the crystallization ... of individuals’ sins into permanent 
structures that keeps sin in being and makes its force to be felt by the 
majority of people.    
 – Oscar Romero, Salvadoran archbishop, assassinated in 1980 

 

 Long have we liberally religious persons dismissed the doctrine of original 
sin—the notion that every human being is born into a sinful state, one from which 
s/he must be saved by the intervention of the grace of God.  As a faith tradition, we 
Unitarian Universalists have resonated with Dominican priest Matthew Fox’s 
modern concept of original blessing far more than with our Calvinist forebears’ 
concept of total depravity. 
 One of the greatest strengths of our Unitarian Universalist approach to religious 
questions is our openness to seeing inherent good in humanity.  We recognize the 
beauty and power in diversity, and we celebrate growth and change.  We affirm that 
the revelation of truth is available to us in many forms, and that just as the world 
evolves, so does our subjective perspective on it.  We know that no human doctrine 
is absolute enough, or right enough, that it is not vulnerable to new insight. 
 And yet, we do ourselves a disservice if we cling to the belief that there is not 
sinfulness among us.  Regardless of how you define sin—“privation of good”; 
“estrangement from god”; a violation of God’s (or the Church’s) law; or, as I prefer, 
separation… from oneself, from others, from Creation, from the Holy—it is a real 
and pervasive element of human life.  And, as Oscar Romero indicates, not only of 
our individual lives, but of our social fabric. 
 Beginning with “lust” on October 5, I will preach on one of Christianity’s 
traditional seven deadly sins each month through next April.  These “deadly” or 
“capital” sins were first identified by St. John Cassian in the 5th century CE and 
refined by Pope St. Gregory the Great in the 6th century.  They are lust, wrath, 
greed, sloth, gluttony, envy, pride. 
 In addition to the sermons, our youth and our I&U groups (Intimacy & 
Ultimacy, Small Group Ministry) will engage in discussions about the meaning and 
relevance of these sins in our lives. 
 I hope you will value the conversation as much as I am looking forward to 
engaging the topic with you!    

 

      In faith, 
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Columbia, MD  21045 
Office:  (410) 740-1200 
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Fax:  (410) 740-1293 

E-mail: NancyCorporon@REMAX.net 
www.JustAskNancy.net 

Each office Independently Owned and Operated 

Shared Ministry      by Phyllis Jovich 

  On October 12th, the �ext Step Class will be held in 
Room 116 A&B  downstairs in the conference room. 
Even if you’ve already taken the first step or the second 
or third at UUCC, you can always take The Next Step 
which is a 90 minute get together that will help you 
decide where you would like to spend your precious time 
and energy.  It will also familiarize you with some of our 
programs and, more importantly, some of our leaders.  
These leaders, the presenters, come from a wide range of 
UUCC councils and programs, and will help you 
understand what types of volunteer service is available at 
UUCC and which might best fit into your life.  You’ll get 
a chance to talk to the presenters of your choice about 

their chosen involvement and about how you can 
participate.  Refreshments and child care will be 
provided.  Please call the office if you plan to come 
(410-381-0097) and let us know if you need child care 
(ages, please). 

 If we all give even half of what we take from our 
vibrant busy community, we will all still be rich.  Email 
SMF@uucolumbia.net to find out where you can fit in 
with your special talents and your particular interests.  By 
volunteering in the right task for you, you may grow in 
spirit, knowledge, friends, and love for your community. 
How can you turn that down? 

“It’s not easy being green . . . “ 
--Kermit the Frog 

 
 But it just got a little easier, thanks to  

UUCC’s Environmental Action Committee and YRUU. 

 

 Purchase green products and  

support youth social action 
Sunday, October 5 after services 

 
 Copy paper * Lined paper * Sticky notes 

Legal pads * Paper towels* Tissues * Toilet paper 
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www.home.comcast.net/~money_matters  

(301) 854-0575 

6801 Redberry Road 

Clarksville, MD 21029 

Money_Matters@comcast.net 

 

 Gail Thompson               Max Buffington 
 Eldercare: bill paying, Medicare billing, home payroll 

of Howard County, LLC 

Message from the President  by Bill Harris, UUCC President 

 Over Labor Day weekend, my family went to the 
American Visionary Arts Museum in Baltimore's Federal 
Hill.   A special exhibit, "All Faiths Beautiful," featured 
artistic expressions on religion.  One large section of the 
exhibit fused the words of the Sufi poet Rumi (whom I 
learned about at UUCC) into works of art -- it was truly 
awesome! 
  For me, the highlight of the show was completely 
unexpected.  The museum's spiral staircase, stretching 3 
stories, was lined with "PostSecrets."  PostSecrets are 
postcards upon which people write their innermost, secret 
thoughts.  Started by Frank Warren in Germantown, MD, 
PostSecrets have been compiled into books and put on 
public display.  These PostSecrets are cathartic: they 
become a public way to express a private secret.  
 Keeping with the theme of the exhibition, the 
PostSecrets were related to religion.   People disclosed 
their doubts about their faith.   Someone confessed, "I'm a 
priest, but I don't believe in God anymore."  It felt 
awkward reading these "secrets" as I ascended the stairs 
of the museum.  I was an interloper, eavesdropping on 
people's deepest reservations about their faith -- expressed 
as feelings of disconnect, distrust, and betrayal. 
 Then it dawned on me that many of these sentiments 
could have been written by me.   Just a few years ago, I 

was an card-carrying member of the "unchurched" in 
America.  Then, my wife dragged me to UUCC and 
Unitarian Universalism, and I found the square hole for 
my square peg.  Wow, how times have changed!   In a 
short period of time, I've gone full circle -- from 
completely disconnected to fully engaged -- as an active 
participant in a religious community. And in that brief 
period of time, my family's lives have become enriched in 
so many wonderful ways.   
  Indeed, UUCC is a powerful, transformative 
community.  I'm certain many of you have similar stories 
of personal transformation.  I invite you to share them 
with each other as well as with friends, family, and 
neighbors.   Let's tell people about whom we deeply care 
how special and vibrant our community is.   Let's share 
with our loved ones the peace and security that a non-
creedal faith endows upon the human spirit.  And let's 
spread the word about the things we are doing apart from 
Sunday morning services, since many will be attracted by 
the rich programs and outreach that we offer.   If the 
PostSecrets are any indication, there are a lot of UUs out 
there who are looking for a place to call home. 
 

 Yours in Faith,  
 Bill Harris 

ParentSuccess.com 
Tips, resources and  
bookstore offering  
pract ical help for parents.  

Book Publishing Consultant—Helping w rite rs 
bridge the gap from manuscript to  published 

book. Do you have  a  book in you? Let’s  ta lk.   

First hour’s  consultation free. 

Rog &  Eileen McIntire, 410-290-7058,  

parentsuccess@verizon.net 

West Virginia Sunday Forum 
 

 Come learn about this summer’s YRUU trip to  

McDowell County, West Virginia.  
 

 Sunday, October 19th, 10:30am 
 

 Don’t miss this inspiring, informative,  

entertaining presentation! 
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Social Action Pages 

Social Action Council—Community Outreach Projects    by Kathy Harris 

   �ews from Intergenerational Social Action:   
In July, a group of 15 YRUU students and six adults 
undertook a week-long service trip in Caretta, West 
Virginia, in the heart of Appalachian coal country.  The 
area contains the highest-grade coal in the world yet has 
the fifth highest level of child poverty in the USA, and an 
unemployment rate that is three times the national 
average.  The area has lost 60 percent of its population 
since 1980, and was pummeled by severe flooding in 
2001 and 2002.   
 Working together with a local foundation, Big Creek 
People in Action, the UUCC group undertook a number 
of home-repair projects for local residents.  In addition to 
two painting projects, the group installed new porches for 
a family that recently lost its house to a fire, and also built 
a drainage system for a local family to divert water 
around their house.   
  The group also had time to sample local culture.  We 
were entertained one evening by a local bluegrass band, 
we attended a street party in the nearby town of War, and 
we were able to see the birthplace and rocket-launching 
site of Homer Hickam, the author of October Sky.  The 
people were uniformly kind and welcoming.    
 The work was challenging, but our YRUU students 
pitched in heartily.  Now they’re hungry for more! We 

are currently planning our social action activities for the 
next year, and would welcome your help. Please contact 
Dana Sohr (dsohr@comcast.net) if you are interested in 
participating in any way.  
 The Domestic Violence Center of Howard County 
(DVC) and UUCC have been in partnership for over three 
years. Please attend the HOPE GALA on October 11, 
2008 and support DVC. Remember, DVC collects used 
cell phones. This and much more information is at their 
website www.dvcenter.org. Whenever you have contact 
with DVC be sure to tell them you are from UUCC.  And, 
please contact Kathy Harris or Pat Heidel for additional 
information. 
 The Food Donations canister has new decorations 
provided by Kaye & Sheldon Pelovitz to make it stand 
out in the UUCC lobby near the hallway to the offices 
and stairwell. Your food donations make a significant 
difference to those who depend on the Eva Johnson 
Center. Right now the food banks in Howard County 
need supplies to meet the needs of our county families for 
food. Thanks for all the help you provide!! 
 Remember the Blood Drive on October 4th! 

Straight for Equality         by Bob Jackson 

 The October 14th Howard County PFLAG meeting 
(7:30PM at OBIC) will explain the Straight For Equality 
campaign which aims to involve more straight allies of 
the LGBT community in efforts to achieve equality for 
all.  The project focuses on three primary areas: work 

place, home and faith communities.  If you have not 
attended a PFLAG meeting in a while, or thought the 
meetings were just for LGBT people, this is your chance 
to discover how straight allies are an important part of 
this struggle for justice. 

2008 Social Justice Awards Benefit Gala      by Cynthia A. Snavely 

 Co-Sponsored by UUSJ and OpenDoor Housing 
Fund, the Gala will be awarding the Minister's Award to 
Rev. Phyllis Hubbell (Paint Branch), the Racial Justice 
Multicultural Award to Barbara Johnson, Ann 
Ulmschneider, Phyllis Dogan, & the Arlington 

Journey Toward Wholeness Team, the Collaborative SJ 
Program Award to the KUUMBA Players of All Souls 

(Group Award) and Towson’s Marilyn Thorn 

(Individual Award), the Environmental Justice Award to 
Dr. Jackson Harper (Bull Run),  the Young Adult 
Award to Beth and Todd Harrison (River Road), and 

the Interfaith Affordable Housing Award to Mary 

Feneon (Reston).  

 Please join us Sunday, October 12, 2008, 5:30pm at 
Positano Ristorante Italiano, 4948 Fairmont Ave. 
Bethesda, MD 20814  Get directions  to honor them.    
 All proceeds of the benefit gala will go to the new 
UUSJ Collaboration Fund to advance effective social 
justice in the region.   Ticket: $80/person, RSVP by 
Sept. 30th to Cynthia Snavely (301-588-1951 or  
CSnavely@uusj.org). Checks to UUSJ 8605 Cameron St. 
Suite 200 Silver Spring, MD 20910 by October 3rd.  
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COMPUTER SHOP 
 

Computer Sales & Service 

Hardware & Software Upgrades 

�etwork Consultants 
 

7290-K Cradlerock Way Phone  410-309-9898 

Columbia MD  21045 Fax 410-309-9696 

(Owen Brown Shopping Center)      www.computershopmd.com 

Free    

Estimate 

�ews from UUCC’s Journey Toward Wholeness Team     by Kathy Harris 

 In ADORE, we explore the effects of white privilege 
and how it is experienced by people of color as we build 
skills and self understanding to promote an antiracist 
congregational community.  ADORE meets the 3rd 
Wednesday of the month from 7-9pm at OBIC.  Please 
join us as we discuss films, speakers and topics generated 
by the interests of the people who attend. Through 
ADORE, UUCC continues to build an anti-racism/anti-
oppression, multi-racial/multicultural community. Join 
ADORE and build the community in which we wish to 
live.  Contact:  Kathy Harris (410-997-7017). 

  JPD will provide a unique opportunity for those who 
identify as white on the day before the 4th Annual JTW-
JPD Antiracism conference in Philadelphia, PA. 

 

 Pre-Conference Workshop October 24, 2008 

“TRA�SFORMI�G OUR WHITE�ESS” 

There is a registration fee of $25.00 for this workshop. 

Goals for this program: 

 We intend to deepen our understanding of white 
identity and our own personal racial identity journey. We 
will be using the DVD:  “Making Whiteness Visible:” to 
reflect on how we as whites first learn about racial 
difference, and how racism impacts us as White People.  

 We will also reflect on the historical relationship 
between Unitarian Universalism and the culture of white 
superiority in the United States. Topics to be discussed 
include: Pilgrims and Puritans. Abolition. The call to 
Selma. Empowerment Controversy. Twenty years of 
silence. Reengagement at Calgary General Assembly. 
Journey toward Wholeness Resolution. Anti-racism work 

done since the passage of the resolution. 

 One of the dilemmas we face as whites is how to feel 
good about our racial identity – our whiteness – in a 
culture of white supremacy. The challenge here is to 
develop a positive white identity that will empower us to 
work for change. We will discuss being a good ally to 
People of Color, working to end racism in white 
controlled institutions, and nurturing a positive white 
racial identity in our children. 

 

  Saturday, October 25, 2008, Racial Justice 

Conference, at First Unitarian Church of 

Philadelphia, 2125 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, PA, 

8:00 am – 8:30 pm, $28.00 per UUCC Adult (Includes 

Lunch, Dinner, & Concert) , $17.00 per Youth/Young 

Adult (18-35).   

 Gini Courter, the UUA Moderator, is the keynote 
speaker.  Her theme, to be announced shortly, will 
certainly reflect her knowledge, passion, and humor with 
which we are familiar from her presentation of Radical 
Hospitality at a prior JPD Conference.  
 Workshops remain as described on the website below 
include several especially attractive to youth (i.e. Video 
Creativity for Racial Justice, Sacred Dance, Sharing UU 
Sexuality Education with the Community.  The video and 
dance workshops are likely to involve a half day of work 
with youth members of the broader Philadelphia 
community.  The youth and young adults from every 
congregation in JP District will be engaged.  Full 
information at www.eventbrite.com/event/167150953. 

Entertainment Books 

 The new Entertainment Books for 2009 have arrived.  
Area restaurants, museums, recreational opportunities and 
theater are among the many discounts available in the 
book.  Entertainment books make excellent gifts for 

Christmans, birthdays or any other occasion.  See Leo 
McPherson or Andrea Holt in the lobby between 
services for sales.  Proceeds go to UUCC.  
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Social Action Council  The SAC coordinates the social 
action and social justice projects of UUCC.  The Social 
Action Council meets 8-10 months per year on the 
4th Tuesday of the month from 7:30 to 9:00 pm.  To 
confirm meeting times and to get or share information and 
ideas, please contact Bill Harris, SAC Chair 
(socialaction@uucolumbia.net). 

Beans & Bread  Casseroles: Leave casseroles in freezer 
in furnace room or freezer in downstairs kitchen after 6pm. 
Bag Lunches:  Last Sunday of the month, come to OBIC 
early (7:30 a.m.) to join the production team.  
Contact:  Jeri Wiggins at 410-997-1713.   

Community Blood Drives are sponsored by UUCC and 
held three times a year at OBIC. Donors must be 17 years 
of age or older, in good health, and weigh at least 110 lbs. 
Contact Pat Fort (uuccblooddrive@comcast.net or 
410-381-4546) to find out when the next drive is 
scheduled and how you can help. 

Food Donations Please deposit donations of non-
perishable food items in the can in the upstairs OBIC 
kitchen.  Donations are contributed to the local food bank. 
Contact Sheldon and Kaye Pelovitz (410-772-8323). 

Peace Team  Contact Edie Williams (410-730-2507). 

   

Minister’s Discretionary Fund   Rev. Paige Getty 
maintains a fund that she uses to aid those in need.  
Sometimes the needy are members of the UUCC 
community, and sometimes they aren’t.  If you would like 
to make a contribution to this fund, please write a check to 
UUCC Minister’s Discretionary Fund, or contact 
Rev. Getty (minister@uucolumbia.net). 

Moveable Feast  Second Sunday of each month, there is a 
collection of desserts for HIV-AIDS patients to be 
delivered with their meals to their home. Contact Jeri 
Wiggins (410-997-1713) or Cynthia MacDonald 
(410-799-9517) for details.  

Second Sunday Outreach Offering (SSOO)   On the 
second Sunday of the month, UUCC collects a special 
offering to be given to a worthy recipient organization.  
The recipient is selected by the Social Action Council.  
Please contact Tara Della Vecchia with questions or 
suggestions for recipients. 

Welcoming Congregation Committee  Works to ensure 
that UUCC welcomes the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgendered  (LGBT) community, and actively works to 
protect the civil and legal rights of LGBT people.  Contact 
Bob Jackson for more information.   (See also the Friday 
�ight LGBT Movie under “Ongoing Activities”). 

Ongoing Social Action 

Come to the Cabaret        by Bob Jackson 

   On Saturday October 25 at 7:30 PM a musical 
Cabaret will be presented as a fundraiser to support the 
work of  That All May Freely Serve: Baltimore 

(TAMFS:B).  This event will be held in Sharp Hall at 
Govans Presbyterian Church, 5828 York Road, 
Baltimore, Maryland.  TAMFS:B is a non profit 
organization working to remove all barriers to the full 

inclusion of LGBT people in the Presbyterian Church 
USA and in society.  UUCC member Bob Jackson serves 
on the Board of TAMFS and will have tickets and can 
provide more information about the organization and the 
event.  Contact Bob Jackson (443-546-3227). 
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Creating a Multigenerational Spiritual Community by Karen Lee Scrivo, Interim Director of Lifespan Religious Education  

  This year, some of our youngest members will be 
learning more about the Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Columbia.  Our preschool children will be visiting the 
sanctuary, inviting congregational leaders to their 
classrooms and making their own chalices as part of the 
Chalice Children program. And our kindergarten and first 
graders in the Tapestry of Faith – Creating Home classes 
will be learning about their “faith home” here at UUCC, in 
which each of us have a role and can find joy, solace and 
ways to learn and grow. 

 Both of these curricula stress the importance of creating 
a multigenerational spiritual community in our 
congregations.  The Reverend Dr. Rebecca Parker will be 
exploring the same theme later this month at the Liberal 
Religious Educators Association (LREDA) fall conference 
in Albuquerque, N.M.  Rev. Parker -- president of the Starr 
King School of Ministry – envisions UU congregations as 
integrative and holistic places that foster wholeness for 
everyone. 

 I couldn’t agree more!  This summer, I had the 
wonderful opportunity to discuss this with religious 
educators, ministers, and lay leaders at the Unitarian 
Universalist Leadership Training Institute (UULTI) at 
Juanita College in Huntingdon, Pa.  Taking a cue from the 
Unitarian Universalism Association’s new tagline, the 
Lifespan Faith Development track leaders – Karen Lapidus 
and Rev. Phil Lund – defined our mission as helping to 
create “a community where children, youth and adults can 
nurture their spirits and help heal our world.” 

 Ms. Lapidus, who has been a religious educator for 
more than 22 years, is the Lifespan Faith Development 
consultant for the Ohio Meadville District; and Rev. Lund, 
is the Lifespan Program Director for the Star Prarie District. 

 Faith development is “the process of nurturing the 
‘maturing person of faith,’ who is grounded in our faith and 
values, possesses a strong Unitarian Universalist identity 
and is able to nurture others while allowing themselves to 
change and grow,” says Ms. Lapidus. 

In the past, many UU religious education programs 
resembled an ascending straight line – providing specific 
programming as people progressed through life – from 
childhood to adolescence to adulthood.  Ms. Lapidus and 
Rev. Lund urged us to think instead of a circle, which 

represents the inclusive nature of community and the 
absence of a hierarchy.  It also encourages different 
generations and ages learning together and looks for ways 
everyone – regardless of age – can connect in worship, 
social action, outreach, and religious growth and learning. 

 In addition, this approach “connects people as they 
engage in significant experiences, promotes Unitarian 
Universalist identity through shared participation, offers 
common practices across age groups so that our practices 
are shared practices and it offers opportunities for mentoring 
and modeling.”  Ms. Lapidus notes. 

 In 2001, Judith Frediani, the UUA director of Lifespan 
Faith Development, observed that religious education 
programs in many congregations offered “not a solid span 
that can be safely crossed, but a series of bobbing rafts that 
allow travelers, if they are sufficiently adventurous or 
persistent, to leap from one to another. 

“Welcoming children into the first ten minutes of adult 
worship, having the youth group clean up after the potluck, 
and publishing an adult ed brochure do not collectively 
constitute lifespan religious education,” Ms. Frediani said in 
her chapter of Essex Conversations: Visions of Lifespan 
Religious Education.  “Even congregations that have rafts 
for each age group often are programming for each age 
group, inadvertently maintaining the discrete, segregated 
communities with the community, missing an opportunity to 
enjoy the benefits of a truly intergenerational life.” 

 So what does a congregation engaged in lifespan 
religious growth and learning look like? Ms. Frediani sees it 
as “a multigenerational community which everyone is seen 
as both teacher and learner; in which every age and stage of 
life is equally valued and equally supported by whatever 
tangible and intangible resources the community has to 
offer; in which every age and stage of life is allowed to 
contribute whatever tangible and intangible resources they 
have to offer; a community in which no decision about the 
life of the community – whether in the areas of worship, 
physical plant, fundraising, budgeting, social action, the arts, 
education, or any other – without consideration of its impact 
on and opportunities for every member of the community.” 

I invite you to consider this as a vision for the lifespan 
growth and learning program here at UUCC during our 
second year and final year together of this interim period. 

Looking for Ways to Get Involved in Election 2008?   by Maureen Harris 

 There are a number of activities that congregations 
may participate in without endangering their tax status.  
The UU Legislative Ministry of Maryland has created 
two resources detailing some of those activities.  One 
describes ways that congregations may engage voters 
during this election season, particularly through voter 

registration and get-out-the-vote efforts.  The other 
provides background information on the slots referendum 
that will appear on the Maryland ballot in November.  
Check out both of these resources at www.uulmmd.org 
and share them with members and friends of your 
congregation.  
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Kay Armstrong Baker 
ABR, CRS, GRI 

Distinguished Sales Assoc. 
 

5575 Sterrett Place 
Columbia, Maryland 21044 

Office:  (410) 730-6100 
Voice Mail:  (410) 715-3211 

Fax:  (410) 740-8258 
E-mail: kayarmstrongbaker@mris.com 

www.kayarmstrongbaker.net 

LGBT Friday �ight Movie:  September 5th @ 6:30pm   by Lorien Haavik, LI�K Editor 

 For nearly three years we’ve been showing movies on 
the first Friday of the month at OBIC.  We take some 
time before the show to enjoy pizza, snacks, and lively 
discussion, then hang out after to discuss the movie.  
We’ve watched a total of 25 movies with a Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, or Transgendered interest, and I have lots more 
to show!  Please join us October 3rd and �ovember 7th  
(6:30pm for pizza, and the movie will start at 7:00pm).  

 All are welcome.   The movie is free.  A small 
donation of $5 is requested to cover the cost of pizza, 
soda, and snacks. 
 Keep an eye on the Sunday bulletin and email blast 
for movie information.  Contact Lorien  for details about 
the next movie or to be added to an email information list 
(newsletter@uucolumbia.net). 

This Little Piggy        by Jim Caldiero 

 When I was a child I remember my parents taking 
hold of my little foot, grabbing a toe and telling me that 
"this little piggy went to market," then grabbing a smaller 
toe and telling me that "this little piggy stayed home."  I 
never realized until climate change became so evident 
that this nursery rhyme was about reducing my carbon 
footprint.  When going shopping, plan your trip and avoid 
unnecessary trips.  I'm stretching it a bit.  But reducing 
our carbon footprint is this year's theme of the 
Environmental Action Committee.  We want to reduce 
the cumulative carbon footprint of all the members and 
friends of UUCC. 
 In the beginning of the church year, we're going to 
ask everyone to calculate her carbon footprint and get an 
average score for UUCC.  Then, around mid-year, we'll 
calculate it again to see our progress.  At the end of the 
church year, we'll calculate again and celebrate going 
from a size 13 Nike to a petite size 5 sandal.  Don't know 
how to reduce your footprint?  Take one of the adult RE 
courses that we're offering.  Check the Sunday order of 
service for a helpful hint.  Read the LINK for tips.  And 

check our website -- www.uuccjustice.org.  Participate 
in one of our planned activities. 
 We've got some other proje cts planned in addition to 
the carbon footprint challenge: Kaye Pelovitz is 
exploring an intergenerational workshop on vermiculture 
(composting with worms; the kids have got to love it); 
Sally Ann Cooper is exploring a workshop on rain barrel 
construction; Trish Steinhilber will be showing 
environmentally-themed movies; Robin Hessey will be 
coordinating adult RE with Sally Ann, Kaye, and Wolfger 
Schneider as teachers; �ed Tillman will be conducting a 
sustainability audit of UUCC and OBIC; Beth Hoffman 
will be tipping you off about ways to shrink your carbon 
footprint; Jim Caldiero will explore ways to reduce our 
use of plastic bags with a reusable UUCC-logo cloth bag 
while Kaye organizes a workshop to make bags from 
your old jeans; and we'll be working with the RE Council 
to produce an Earth Day pageant written, produced, 
directed and starring all the children and youth of UUCC. 
 Join us.  Contact Jim Caldiero or any member of the 
committee.  
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Music �ews          by Tom Benjamin 

 Entirely Mozart. A Special Benefit Concert for 
UUCC, with Peabody Faculty performers.  
October 5, 2008, 2 PM.  
     The Music Ministry of UUCC is proud to present a 
special concert of the chamber music of Mozart, featuring 
faculty of the Peabody Conservatory and Preparatory. 
Music will include the charming and witty "Kegelstatt" 
Trio (clarinet, viola and piano), the Duo for Violin and 
Viola, and the great Quintet for Clarinet and Strings.  
     This informal concert of elegant and profoundly 
expressive music is presented to UUCC and its 
community, without charge, by UUCC's Music Ministry. 

A freewill offering will be received, for the benefit of the 
General Fund. Do plan to come, and bring your musical 
friends.  
     The UUCC/Peabody/HCC Connection, Take 2, 
Oct. 26, 3 pm, at the Monteabaro Recital Hall, Fine Arts 
Center, Howard Community College. This year's 
UUCC/HCC concert will again feature the jazz/pop wing 
of UUCC's Music Ministry, including the Chalice 
Messengers, Chanteusies and Swingers, and a special 
musical guest or two. Do get this onto your calendar 
early, and plan to come and enjoy an afternoon of 
exciting jazz and classic American popular music. Free to 

Get To Know UUCC’s Music Ministry      by Tom Benjamin 

 When I was recruited in 1989 to start and build a high 
quality and very active music program at what became 
UUCC, I couldn’t resist the challenge. Having headed 
UU music programs at that point for over 20 years, I’d 
never had a chance to build a major program from the 
ground up. I love challenges, and love being a part of the 
current expansion and diversification of music in our 
denomination. And when Michael Adcock (my then 
Graduate Assistant at Peabody) agreed to come along and 
"play for a couple of years until we got the program off 
the ground," I was thrilled. 

 I’ve had no regrets. In the years since, we’ve seen the 
Chalice Choir grow from 12 to 55; the purchase of both 
hymnals, a great new piano, an organ, hand chimes, 
drums and much more (using a special music fund, the 
MCRF, matched in several instances by generous 
donations from the congregation); the founding of our 
other performing groups, the Chalice Ringers, Lights, 
Singers, Swingers, Sisters, Messengers and SongLeaders; 
and the growth of a vibrant musical culture at UUCC, due 
to the presence here of so many talented and generous 
musicians. Those years also saw the establishment and 
phenomenal growth of the Chalice Concerts series (now 
under the superb direction of Michael), the development 
of our Music Services (now two a year), the jazz/pop 
concerts both at UUCC and as musical outreach efforts, 
the terrific One World Coffee House series (led by Lance 
Lewman and many hard-working volunteers), Karen 
Johnson’s exciting pop/rock concerts (featuring our own 
superb UUCC pop/rock musicians), and much more. It’s 
been exciting and inspiring to see so many folks involved 
in our music making, both in services and other contexts. 
What an amazing congregation! It’s your response to and 
support of our music, your sponsorship of and attendance 

at the Chalice Concerts, your presence at our jazz 
concert/dances, and most importantly, your personal 
involvement with our mutual Music Ministry that keep 
Michael, Tom Monroe and me energized and excited. We 
get so much back from the inspiration of working with 
our many, many committed volunteer musicians; that’s 
above all what keeps us at UUCC - thanks and blessings! 

 At the same time, there is a great deal left to do. 
While we have become over the years a very good 
singing congregation, with help from our SongLeaders, 
pianists and Choir, we can always work on becoming 
even better. The Chalice Lights, our children's choir, 
having dwindled in numbers, is now in a rebuilding 
phase, and we are doing everything we can to get it up 
and running again this year (please encourage your kids 
to get involved). We are working actively with Karen 
Scrivo and Maureen Harris to encourage and support 
more youth music (both YRUU and Quest) in services. 
The intergenerational chimes choir (the Ringers) always 
needs more members (do contact Tom Monroe to 
volunteer!), and we are exploring the idea of a family 
intergenerational chorus. We will be content only when 
everyone at UUCC, of any age, is involved in music-
making, in whatever ways each wants to be. Music is a 
great energizer, comforter, healer and community builder.  
Our performing groups are always open to new members 
- now’s the time!   Learn more about UUCC's Music 
Ministry at http://www.uucolumbia.net/arts.html, and 
about our Music Ministry staff at 
http://www.uucolumbia.net/staff.html.  Or look for the 
UUCC Music brochure in the OBIC lobby on Sundays. 

 

  In Musical Community -  

  Tom Benjamin, Director of Music Ministry  
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How to spread the news  

about UUCC events 
 

  Follow these simple steps to get the word out 
about UUCC events: 

 

 1. The LI�K:  The deadline is the second Sunday of 
the month. E-mail all copy and inserts to Editor 

Lorien Haavik (newsletter@uucolumbia.net).   If 
you are a regular contributor to The LI�K (or if you 
plan on contributing articles) and you would like a 
monthly friendly reminder about the upcoming 
deadline, please send an e-mail to Lorien with “send 
me a reminder” in the subject line. Reminders will be 
sent, by e-mail, on the Wednesday before each 
deadline. 

 

 2. Thursday E-mail Blasts:  Keith Smith 
(eblast@uucolumbia.net) sends a weekly e-mail blast 
every Thursday. The deadline is 8 pm Wednesday.  
Be brief. Your  news or event will start appearing on 
the weekly e-mail blasts three weeks before the 
event. E-mail blasts are for non-repetitive events 
only. Regular meetings are listed in The LI�K, on 
our Web site, and briefly in the Sunday Bulletin. 

 

3.  Sunday Service Bulletin:  Announcements for 
UUCC's Sunday Service Bulletin should sent to the 
Bulletin Editor (uuccoos@uucolumbia.net) no later 
than 10:00 am on Wednesday.  Please be brief - no 
longer than a few sentences.  Make sure the date, 
time, and contact person(s) are included. 

 

 4.  Media Publicity: If you have an event that you 
want the public to attend, e-mail 
(admin@uucolumbia.net) or mail the information to 

Sheri Spandau one month before the event. She will 
submit press releases to the local media, when 
appropriate. 

 

5. Web site publicity:  If you have an update to 

existing website publicity content that you want to 

publish to the UUCC website, email Jeff Polon, 

(webmaster@uucolumbia.net).  You can send the 
PDF file or Microsoft Word file that he will convert 
to PDF. Please give Jeff at least two weeks notice to 
make the change. 

Join the Discussion! 
     

 UUCC has an online discussion group! It's not a high-
traffic group and won't fill up your mailbox. You will find 
issues that affect UUCC and UUs, minutes of board 
meetings, other important messages for the congregation, 
and more. If you're a member or active friend, sign up now 
so you won't miss anything! To subscribe, send a blank e-
mail to uucolumbia-subscribe@yahoogroups.com or for 
more information, contact Sherry Peruzzi.. 

Boost UUCC Building Fund  

by Buying Groceries!   
 

    Gift Cards are now available for Food Lion, Giant 
Food, Superfresh, and Weis Markets.  The Building 
Fund receives $5 for every $100 Gift Card you purchase 
from UUCC.  

 If you shop at any of these stores, please purchase Gift 
Cards from us. Contact Leo McPherson (410-744 5073) 
or see him in the lobby most Sundays.  

 

We, the member congregations of the     

Unitarian Universalist Association, 

covenant to affirm and promote 
 

 

• The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

• Justice, equity and compassion in human 

relations; 

• Acceptance of one another and encouragement 

to spiritual growth in our congregations; 

• A free and responsible search for truth and 

meaning; 

• The right of conscience and the use of the 

democratic process within our congregations 

and in society at large; 

• The goal of world community with peace, 

liberty and justice for all; 

• Respect for the interdependent web of all 

existence of which we are a part. 
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ADORE (A Dialogue on Race and 
Ethnicity) meets on the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month from 7-
9pm at OBIC from Sep - June.  Our 
dialogues examine the issues of 
racism and building a multicultural 
community.  ADORE is open to 
UU's and meetings are facilitated 
by Paula Cole Jones and Rev. Paige 
Getty. Contact Kathy Harris (410-
997-7017).  
 

Biking Club meets monthly Mar-
Nov for rides of varying lengths 
and levels of difficulty. For more 
information, contact Peter Fort 
(410-381-4546).  
 

Community Blood Drives are 
sponsored by UUCC and held three 
times a year at OBIC. Donors must 
be 17 years of age or older, in good 
health, and weigh at least 110 lbs. 
Contact Pat Fort (410-381-4546 or 
blooddrive@uucolumbia.net) to 
find out when the next drive is 
scheduled and how you can help. 
 

Duplicate Bridge starts at 7:15pm 
on the 4th Friday of every 
month; must call Leo McPherson 

(410-744-5073). Partners available.  
Enjoy a friendly game.  
 

Friday �ight GLBT Movie    

1st Friday of every month at 
OBIC, 6:30pm.  Free pizza and 
movie.  Contact Lorien Haavik 
(newsletter@uucolumbia.net) for 
more info. 
 

Game Group meets on the 2nd Fri  

of each month. New members 
welcome.  Attendees bring favorite 
card or table games, or even clever 
riddles to solve.   Contact �ancy 
Farley (410-740-4866) 
 

Jazz Connection meets at 7:30 pm 
the last Mon of each month to 
experience JAZZ. Come, sit back, 
listen, participate, and enjoy. 
Contact Cole Wiggins 

(410-997-1713) or John Holt 
(410-655-0216). 
 

Meditation Group meets every 
Tuesday night at 7:30 for 40-50 
minutes of meditation to music or 
in silence.  Bring your tapes or CDs 
to share with the group.  Contact:  
Cathy Muller (410-381-7528).  
 

Men's Group Monthly Breakfast 
meets the last Wed of the month at 
9:00am at the Forest Diner on 
Rt. 40 West.  Contact Jim 

(443-812-2148). 
 

PFLAG (Parents and Friends of 

Lesbians and Gays) meets on the 
2nd  Tues each month from 7:30 to 
10:00 pm in the UU Sanctuary 
(Room B). Contact Linda Linton 
(410-997-0792 or 
www.pflagmd.org) 
 

Second Sunday Bookstore  Find 
the right words for inspiration, 
ideas, gifts, and information all at 
the UUCC Bookstore on the second 
Sunday of every month.  Questions, 
suggestions, limited like-new 
donations welcome.  Contact 
Eileen McIntire (410-290-7058).  
 

Turning Circle  UUCC's Pagan 
Interest Group, meets the 2rd Fri of 
each month at 7:30 pm at OBIC. 
Bring food or drink to share after 
circle. For information, contact 
Alex Cauthen-Zach Zach 

(410-536-4909 ). 

 

 

 

 

Song Circle   Bring your voice and/
or instrument to the monthly UUCC 
Song Circle on the 3rd Fri of each 
month, at 7:30 pm. Members are 
encouraged to provide multiple 
copies of lyrics or guitar tab, which 
can found at: http://www.olga.net/; 
http://www.guitartabs. cc/; http://
www.guitaretab.com/. The Song 
Circle is hosted at members homes, 
so join the e-mail list to be notified 
of locations and directions: http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/
uucc_songcircle/. For more 
information, contact Jay Paul  
(410-531-0219). 
 

Spiritual Support Group This 
group focuses on assisting your 
personal spiritual search and 
deepening your individual spiritual 
experience. Drop-ins are welcome! 
The group meets at 7:30 pm every 
Tues at OBIC in Room 3. For more 
information call �ancy Lewman 
(410-531-5237). 
 

Chalice Ringers handchimes group 
rehearses Monday evenings at 
7:30p in the UUCC sanctuary 
(meeting room B).  Contact Tom 

Monroe for more info (410-964-
3185 or musicyd@uucolumbia.net). 
 

UUCC Adult Choir   Anyone 
interested in joining should contact 
Tom Benjamin for information 
(410-750-2709 or 
musicd@uucolumbia.net). 
 

Young Adult Group welcomes all 
YA's (ages 18 to 35) in celebrating 
spiritual, service, and social 
interests of the UU Faith.  For more 
information, contact Mark 

Lazzaro (410-788-8817), or visit: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group 

/uuccyoungadults  

Ongoing Activities 

UUCC is a very active community.  This is only a small list of what is happening in our congregation each month.  For 
more ways to get involved, check the Sunday Bulletin each week, make sure you’re on the email blast list for weekly 
notices, and join the online discussion group.  See Page 10 for details about all of these methods of communication, and 
page 6 for Ongoing Social Action Activities. 



                 COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE 
Saturday, October 4, 7:30am-12:30pm 

 
Help us to save lives! At the present, there is just no substitute 
for life-saving blood that can only come from donors like you. 
Each donation has the potential to save three lives, and is always 
in short supply.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

). 

Red BloodCell Inventory 

(updated 8/29/08)  

Blood Type  Status 

O Positive       

O Negative       

A Positive       

A Negative       

B Positive       

B Negative       

AB Positive       

AB Negative       

Key  

   
More than three 
days' supply of blood 

   
One to three days' 
supply of blood  

   
Less than a one days' 
supply of blood 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The next OBIC Blood Drive will be on 
Saturday, October 4, 7:30a.m.-
12:30 p.m. Donors and volunteers are 
always needed so that we can continue 
this life-saving work. Each donation has 
the potential of saving three lives. Isn’t 
that worth an hour of your time? 
 

UUCC sponsors community blood drives 

three times each year: fall, winter, and 

spring. 

For more information, or to make 
your life-saving appointment, 

contact Pat or Peter Fort at  

410-381-4546 or by email at 

blooddrive@uucolumbia.net 
 

For eligibility questions, contact 
INOVA Blood Donor Services at 

1-866-BLOODSAVES  

(866-256-6372) 

Happy Donors being well-fed at our Canteen January 2007 

 



Sunday Services 
 

Owen Brown Interfaith Center 

7246 Cradlerock Way 

Columbia, Maryland 
 

Sunday Services at 9:00am and 11:00am 
  
   

 October 5 In the first of her Seven Deadly Sins 
sermon series, the Rev. Paige Getty will 
address the topic of Lust—focusing 
explicitly on the differences been 
lustfulness and healthy sexuality.   

 

 October 12 For the second year, we celebrate 
Association Sunday along with many 
others in the Unitarian Universalist 
Association.  A special collection will raise 
funds to support projects focused on 
deepening our Shared Ministry.  The Rev. 
Paige Getty will deliver a sermon based on 
the initiative’s 2008 theme:  Growing Our 
Spirit.    

  The Adult Choir will perform. 

 

 October 19 First celebrated in 2003, Take Back Your 
Time Day falls on October 24th – nine 
weeks before the end of the year, 
symbolizing the fact that the average 
American works nine weeks more than the 
average Western European each year.  
Revisiting a popular sermon theme from 
several years ago, the Rev. Paige Getty 
will address the very real issue of “time 
famine,” and talk about strategies for 
creating more balanced, spirit-filled lives 
for us and our families.    

  The Adult Choir will perform. 

 

 October 26 Renowned Unitarian Universalist minister 
and author Forrest Church recently 
published a book that is likely to be his last, 
since he is now living with terminal cancer.  
The book is titled Love & Death: My 
Journey through the Valley of the Shadow, 
and today the Rev. Paige Getty explores 
some of the themes of that journey. 

October Birthdays 

1 �eil Gutterman 
2  Sylvia Hazzard 
3  Margaret Hegmann 
4 Campbell Shepard 
     Teaghan Verow McLaughlin 
 Carol Zika 
5  Alise Boule' 
     Sophia Knowlton-Latkin 
    Kristan Lewman 
8     Alex Sohr 
10   Eileen Clegg 
11 Isabel van Zijl 
12   Josh Deutschmann 
       Stuart Russell 
       Susan Schneider 
       Ben Stein 
14   Aaron Clough-Paez 
       Ava Harrison 
15   Lary Lewman 
         Ruth Zanoni 
16     Kenneth Crandell 
         Graham Shure 
17     Alyssa Stanek 
18     Elizabeth Cupo 
19     Shaheen Halim 
20     Craig Gotschall 
21     Alex Smith 
22     Carl Latkin 
23     Sherry Peruzzi 
24     Rajani Ghosh 
 Jill King 
         Meg Murphy 
         Shane Parr 
25     Ken Ruark 
         �ick Seibel 
26     Katharina Hartig 
         Valerie �olan 
         Kathy Rebeck 
27     Sally Crouch 
28     Samantha Landen 
         Harvey Zorbaugh 
29     Savannah Duvall 
        Marcus Hurt 
30     Finley Stein 

 



Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia 
Owen Brown Interfaith Center      *      7246 Cradlerock Way      *      Columbia, MD  21045 

410-381-0097      *      fax 410-381-6537      *      admin@uucolumbia.net      *      www.uucolumbia.net 

Staff 

Rev. Paige Getty, Minister (minister@uucolumbia.net) 

Karen Lee Scrivo, Interim Director of Lifespan Religious Education 
(dlre@uucolumbia.net) 

Kelly McKenny, Congregational Secretary (admin@uucolumbia.net) 

Phyllis Jovich, Shared Ministry Facilitator (smf@uucolumbia.net) 

Tom Benjamin, Music Director (musicd@uucolumbia.net) 

Michael Adcock, Associate Music Director (musicad@uucolumbia.net) 
Tom Monroe, Youth Music Director (musicyd@uucolumbia.net) 

April Lee, Music Coordinator (musicc@uucolumbia.net) 

Pat Fort, Bookkeeper (bookkeeper@uucolumbia.net)  
Bobbi Koons, Sunday Office Assistant 
Maureen Harris, Youth Director (ydir@uucolumbia.net) 

Jill King, Childcare Coordinator (childcare@uucolumbia.net) 
 

Karuna Pastoral Caregiving Team (karuna@uucolumbia.net)  
 

Administrative Team (A-Team) (ateam@uucolumbia.net) 

Includes the Minister, Stewardship Director (Membership) Sylvia Hazzard 
and Stewardship Director (Finance) Ken Crandell. 
 

Sunday Bulletin 

Deadline: Weds, 10 am, UUCC Office or uuccoos@uucolumbia.net 
 

Sunday Services 

Services at 9am and 11am (See the insert for more information) 

Board of Officers and Trustees (board@uucolumbia.net) 

Bill Harris, President 

Jill Christianson, Vice-President 

Jean Thiebaux, Secretary  

Ken Rock, Treasurer  

Mary Rodgers, Trustee At-Large  

Therese Sohr, Trustee At-Large  

Eileen Clegg, Trustee At-Large 
 

Religious Education 

Religious Education classes and nursery care are available for 
Preschool through Eighth Grade at 9:00 am and 11:00 am. Eighth 
grade OWL (Our Whole Lives – sexuality education), Quest Coming-
of-Age, and High School Youth Group, YRUU (Young Religious 
Unitarian Universalists) meet on Sunday evenings, 5-7pm.  Contact 
Maureen Harris at ydir@uucolumbia.net for more information. 
  

OBIC Office Hours (410-381-2000 or info@obicolumbia.org) 

Monday - Friday, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
 

UUCC Administration Office Hours 

Monday - Friday   9:30am - 5:00 pm, Sunday 8:00 am - 1:00 pm 
 

Minister's Office Hours  Rev. Getty is in the office regularly 
Tuesday through Thursday.  However, she will meet you by 
appointment on any day except Monday, her day of rest.  In case of a 
pastoral emergency, you may try to reach her at home: 443-259-0472.  


