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  RACE - The Power of an Illusion  
(Film and discussion) 

Reveals How the Myth of Race Took Hold  

and Retains Its Power 

 
 What if we suddenly discovered that our most basic 
assumption about race - for instance, that the world's 
people can be divided biologically along racial lines - 
was false?  And if race is a biological "myth," where 
did the idea come from? How do our institutions give 
race social meaning and power by advantaging white 
people? 
 

 January 2nd:   “The Difference Between Us” 
January 9th:   “The Story We Tell” 

January 16th:  “The House We Live In” 
 

 

Three part series sponsored by UUCC’s 

Journey Toward Wholeness Team 
Facilitated by Rev. Paige Getty and John Harris 

 

Wednesday evenings:   
7:00 pm to 9:00 at OBIC   

 
  For more information or to register, contact John 
Harris (410-997-7017). 
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Shared Ministry       by Phyllis Jovich, Shared Ministry Facilitator 

 Shared ministry is based on using your talents to do 
something for the congregation, to minister to your 
congregation, with an offering of your unique and special 
gifts.  I went looking for a quote about volunteers and 
was suddenly overwhelmed by gratitude  because as I 
read each quote I felt like I was reading about each of 
you.  At this holiday season, I’d like to personally thank 
all of you with all your special skills and talents who have 
volunteered with your time and efforts this past year.  
You sustain and grow UUCC, you are all appreciated 

greatly and lovingly, and I wish I could give each one of 
you a gift as you have given UUCC your gifts. 

 If we all give even half of what we take from our 
vibrant busy community, we will all still be rich.  Email 
SMF@uucolumbia.net to find out where you can fit in 
with your special talents and your particular interests.  By 
volunteering in the right task for you, you may grow in 
spirit, knowledge, friends, and love for your community.  
 How can you turn that down? 

In The Admin Office       by Tracey Butler, Office Assistant 

  We have quite a few items for pick-up in the storage 
cabinet marked “Items for Pick-up” in the office.  There 
is a sign-in/sign-out sheet on a clipboard in the cabinet.  
Several people have left items for others and these are 

waiting to be claimed.  There are also quite a few 
unmarked/unclaimed items, so please check the sign-in 
sheet for a complete listing. 

The miracle is this - the more we share, the more we have. 
 -- Leonard �imoy 

OBIC Meeting Invitation      by Marjorie Seidman 

  The OBIC Board invites you to join us for the 
annual Congregation to Congregation meeting 
immediately preceding our regular January Board  of 
Directors Meeting on January 9th at 7:00 in Sanctuary B.  

 Please join CUMC and UUCC members for your 
opportunity to ask questions and discuss OBIC matters.  

�ews from UUCC’s Journey Toward Wholeness Team   by Kathy Harris 

 On December 8th, UUCC was represented by six of 
our social justice leaders at the JPD Journey Toward 
Wholeness meetings.  The Harris Team was joined by 
Richard Blisset and Edie Williams for dialogue and 
learning with social justice leaders from JPD 
congregations.  In her sermon on December 2nd, our 
minister challenged this congregation to seriously 
undertake the work of addressing racism. There are many 
opportunities within our congregation, district and 
denomination for personal exploration, building 
relationships, and preparing our congregations to thrive in 
a multicultural world. You are invited to participate, as 
you are able, in these events: 
 

 RACE: The Power of an Illusion, with Rev. Getty 
and John Harris, on January 2, 9, and 16, 2008 at 7 pm in 

Sanctuary B. Each session will include viewing one 
episode of the PBS series followed by facilitated 
discussion. 
 

 Jubilee Training at All Souls Church, 
January 11-13, 2008, Washington, DC. 
 

 �ational Meeting of Allies for Racial Equality, 
February 1-3, 2008 in Memphis, TN.  (See 
www.uuallies.org). 
 

 �ow Is The Time �ational Conference, 
February 22-24, 2008, in San Jose, CA.  (See 
www.uua.org/events/multiracialmulticultural) 
 

 JPD Annual Meeting, March 28-30, 2008, at the 
Doubletree Hotel in Bethesda, MD. 
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 Join us for movies on the 1st Friday of every month 
at OBIC.   Pizza and snacks, with the movie projected on 
a big screen.  Where else could you get all this for free!  
(Donations are voluntary to cover the cost of food.) 

 As part of the Welcoming Congregation Committee, 
all movies have a gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transgendered 
(GLBT) theme.   We always have a great time and a 
wonderful discussion before and after the movie.   

 January 4th, 2008:  “Maurice” starring Hugh Grant 
(Rated R for nudity, #22 on LOGO’s Top 50 GLBT 
movies). “Maurice” is a 1987 Merchant Ivory film based 
on E.M. Forster's suppressed 1914 Novel that was held 
back until after his death. 

 Pizza and snacks at 6:15pm, and the movie will 

start at 6:45pm. 

GLBT Friday �ight Movies by Lorien Haavik 

COMPUTER SHOP 
 

Computer Sales & Service 

Hardware & Software Upgrades 

�etwork Consultants 
 

7290-K Cradlerock Way Phone  410-309-9898 

Columbia MD  21045 Fax 410-309-9696 

(Owen Brown Shopping Center)      www.computershopmd.com 

Free    

Estimate 

www.home.comcast.net/~money_matters  

(301) 854-0575 

6801 Redberry Road 

Clarksville, MD 21029 

Money_Matters@comcast.net 

 

 Gail Thompson               Max Buffington 

 Eldercare: bill paying, Medicare billing, home payroll 

of Howard County, LLC 

"Articulating Your UU Faith" - Practicing the Fine Art of Talking About Faith by Alan Coltri 

  The rush of the Holidays is leaving me speechless - 
not a good situation.  All those family get-togethers and 
long winter afternoons, especially the ones with in-laws, 
are a risky time.  Somewhere, sometime, someone will 
ask - "So you go to a Unitarian church - what do they 
believe in anyway?" 

  What do we believe in?  How do you explain that 
individually we believe many things, but that collectively 
we share an approach to knowing and living which binds 
us together.  As a practical matter - how do we get that 
across to a person who is seeking a spiritual home and 
may be receptive to our answer.   

 If we can only avoid babbling.   

  Please join your fellow congregants in practicing the 
expression of our faith (with a friendly safe audience).  
The class "Articulating Your UU Faith" was developed 
for just this situation and has previously been taught at 
UUCC.  This year I will be leading the discussions, and 
am hoping for a lively, and uninhibited group of fellow 
talkers.  Or at least a group who wants to practice being 
lively and uninhibited in a good cause. 

  “Articulating Your UU Faith” will be offered again 
this spring (Feb. 13, 20, 27, and March 5).   I hope that 
many of you will be able to join me, to let your hair down, 
listen to other members, find your own words, and 
practice the fine art of talking about faith to non-UUs. 

Annual UUCC Memorial Day Camping     by John Seibel 

  Save the dates (May 23—26, 2008).   
 Tell a friend (please!).   

Ask a question:  John Seibel  (410-465-0126) or Marcus 

Hurt.  

OBIC Contacts        by Lauren Haywood 

  To reach the OBIC office, please contact Lauren 
Haywood, Office Manager, at her new email address, 
lhaywood@obicolumbia.org.   In addition, you can 
contact Laura Betz, Assistant Manager 

(asst.mgr@obicolumbia.org) or Monica Hilliard,  Office 
Assistant (office@obicolumbia.org).  
 Requests to the OBIC office should use Lauren’s 
email plus one of the others.  
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 It may not be easy being green, but it’s easy to be 
greener – just follow the 4 Rs:  Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, 
Recover. 

 

• Reduce:  Reduce the amount of energy you use.  
Reduce the amount of water you use.  Reduce the 
amount of food you eat.  Reduce the bags and 
packaging when you buy.  Cancel catalogues.  
Insulate! 

• Reuse:  Reuse containers.  Ship in boxes shipped to 
you.  Wash paper plates (sorry, just checking to see if 
you were paying attention!).  Give to Goodwill or use 
Freecycle.  Print on the other side of the paper too. 

• Recycle:  Compost vegetative waste.  Recycle paper, 
glass, plastic and metal.  Yard waste. 

• Recover:  In industry, recapture excess material and 
use it.  Recover catalysts and reuse them.  In your 
shop, save the sawdust and compost it.  Burn non-toxic 
(untreated) wood scraps in your fireplace.  

 

 Do a little; Do a lot; Do what you can. 
 

Steve Von Hagen-Jamar 

UUCC SAC Chair  

socialaction@uucolumbia.net  

410-992-9664   

Going Green         by  Steve Von Hagen-Jamar 

ParentSuccess.com 
Tips, resources and  
bookstore offering  
practical help for parents.  

Book Publishing Consultant—Helping writers 

bridge the gap from manuscript to published 

book. Do you have a book in you? Let’s talk.   

First hour’s consultation free. 

Rog & Eileen McIntire, 410-290-7058,  

parentsuccess@verizon.net 

Social Action Pages 

Blood Drive         by Pat Fort 

  The next OBIC blood drive is scheduled for 
Groundhog Day, Saturday, February 2.      
  

 If you don't already have your appointment to 
donate, please contact Pat Fort (410-381-4546 or 
uuccblooddrive@comcast.net).  

Rally for Equal Rights:  February 11th     by Bob Jackson 

 Let us make history together.  This year legislators in 
the Maryland House and Senate will introduce for the 
first time The Religious Freedom and Marriage 

Protection Act  that grants full marriage protections to 
gay and lesbian couples.  We need you – your body, your 
voice.   

 Please join us on Monday, February 11 in Annapolis 
from 4:30 to 8:00 to tell our legislators and our state that 
now is the time for justice for all Marylanders.  We have 
come so close.  We lost the court case by a narrow 
majority, something we would never have thought 
possible even ten years ago.  Times are changing.   We 

have a chance to make Maryland one of the leading states 
in this country in protecting all of its citizens. 

 Equality Maryland is sponsoring this event that will 
start at 5:00 P.M. on Lawyer’s Mall with a rally and 
continue with visits to your representatives.  UUCC will 
take advantage of PFLAG’s organization of carpools and 
Howard County legislator visits.  Watch for more 
information.  You may also register on-line at 
www.equalitymaryland.org. 

 For more information, contact Bob Jackson, 
(443-546-3227). 
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Ongoing Social Action 

Social Action Council  The SAC coordinates the social 
action and social justice projects of UUCC.  The Social 
Action Council meets 8-10 months per year on the 
4th Tuesday of the month from 7:30 to 9:00 pm.  To 
confirm meeting times and to get or share information and 
ideas, please contact Steve Von Hagen-Jamar, SAC 
Chair (socialaction@uucolumbia.net). 

Beans & Bread Help the homeless by providing easy-to-
make frozen casseroles to be picked up in the OBIC 
parking lot on the 3rd Saturday of each month at 9 am. Or 
help by making sandwiches the last Sunday of each month 
at 7:30 am at OBIC. For more information about these 
activities, call Jeri Wiggins (410-997-1713). 

Community Blood Drives are sponsored by UUCC and 
held three times a year at OBIC. Donors must be 17 years 
of age or older, in good health, and weigh at least 110 lbs. 
Contact Pat Fort (uuccblooddrive@comcast.net or 
410-381-4546) to find out when the next drive is 
scheduled and how you can help. 

Food Donations Please deposit donations of non-
perishable food items in the box decorated with pictures of 
food, which is in the OBIC lobby. Donations are 
contributed to the local food bank. Contact Joseph Baker 
(410-772-8613). 

Peace Team  Contact Edie Williams (410-730-2507).   

 

Minister’s Discretionary Fund   Rev. Paige Getty 
maintains a fund that she uses to aid those in need.  
Sometimes the needy are members of the UUCC 
community, and sometimes they aren’t.  If you would like 
to make a contribution to this fund, please write a check to 
UUCC Minister’s Discretionary Fund, or contact 
Rev. Getty (minister@uucolumbia.net). 

Moveable Feast   Help HIV patients in Baltimore and 
Howard County by baking desserts.  Collection is the 
second Sunday of each month.  Contact Jeri Wiggins 

410-997-1713 or Cynthia MacDonald 410-799-9517 for 
details.  

Second Sunday Outreach Offering (SSOO)   On the 
second Sunday of the month, UUCC collects a special 
offering to be given to a worthy recipient organization.  
The recipient is selected by the Social Action Council.  
Please contact Bill Harris (admin@uucolumbia.net) with 
questions or suggestions for recipients. 

Welcoming Congregation Committee  Works to ensure 
that UUCC welcomes the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 
transgendered  (GLBT) community, and actively works to 
protect the civil and legal rights of GLBT people.  Contact 
Bob Jackson for more information.   (See also the Friday 
�ight GLBT Movie under “Ongoing Activities” page 11). 

Social Action Pages 

CCC      Cradlerock Children's Center is one of the main 
social action projects of UUCC through which we provide 
necessary daycare services to families, including subsidized 
services to low income families in the community.  

DVC Domestic Violence Center of Howard County.  This 
is an independent organization in Howard County which 
provides a range of services to victims of domestic violence.  
UUCC supports this program monetarily and through the 
volunteer efforts of its members. (www.dvcenter.org) 

EAC Environmental Activities Committee.  This 
committee coordinates, develops, and implements the 
environmentally-themed social action efforts of UUCC.  It 
reports to the SAC.  

PATH People Acting Together in Howard.  UUCC is one of 
the founders of this group and provides a significant amount 

of money and leadership for it.  PATH is focusing primarily 
on affordable housing, transportation, and youth issues in 
Howard County at present. 

SAC Social Action Council of UUCC.  The SAC is 
responsible for overseeing the many aspects of UUCC’s 
involvement with social action and social justice. 

UUSC Unitarian Universalist Service Committee.  National 
organization of UUs dedicated to working on international 
social justice and human rights. (www.uusc.org) 

UUSJ Unitarian Universalists for Social Justice Inc. of the 

Baltimore Washington �orthern Virginia Region.  This is 
a regional group of about 40 congregations which 
coordinates and initiates social action projects on a regional 
basis. (www.uusj.org) 

UUCC Social Action Abbreviation Key 
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Advantage Realty 
 

Nancy Corporon 
ABR, MBA, E-Pro 

REALTOR®/Salesperson 

8815 Centre Park Drive, Ste. 110 

Columbia, MD  21045 

Office:  (410) 740-1200 

Cell:  (443) 285-3179 

Fax:  (410) 740-1293 

E-mail: NancyCorporon@REMAX.net 

www.JustAskNancy.net 
Each office Independently Owned and Operated 

Youth �ews        by Maureen Harris, Youth Director 

Looking Back 
 

 As 2007 draws to a close, I look back on the busy fall 
months in the UUCC Youth program.  In addition to or as 
a part of their regular class sessions, the youth have 
attended services, participated in overnights, done 
volunteer work, and much, much more.  None of this 
would be possible without the time and effort of our 
dedicated teachers and advisors.  Thank you!  I must also 
thank all of the parents who have chaperoned overnights, 
organized fundraisers and activities, helped with clean up, 
and simply encouraged their children to show up every 
Sunday night! 

 

 Looking Ahead 
 

 As 2008 approaches, I look ahead to several activities 
that will help us integrate and build connections among 
OWL, Quest, and YRUU.   Students in all three programs  

 
 

are encouraged to attend several youth-led worship 
services in the new year.  Mark your calendar now: 

 

  January 20th YRUU Service 

 April 6th Sunday evening youth service 

 May 18th Quest Service 

 June 8th Bridging & Flower Communion  

 

  Of course, all of that worship needs to be balanced 
with some plain old fun, in the form of laser tag on the 
afternoon of February 3.  All students in OWL, Quest, 
and YRUU are invited to play! 

 We are also making plans for social action that will 
involve all youth, including UUCC’s participation in 
Rebuilding Together Howard County on April 26. 

What is Marriage For?   (A short book review)      by Bob Jackson 

  The current public discussion about whether to 
officially recognize same-sex marriages raises the 
question about the purpose of marriage.  In the book 
“What is Marriage For”, E.J. Graff takes us on a lively 
tour of the history of marriage in the west.  She shows 
that marriage has always been a social battleground, its 
rules constantly changing to fit each era and economy.  
Societal changes allowing women to own property, 
legalizing contraceptives, allowing mixed race marriages, 
making wives the legal equals of their husbands, allowing 
divorce and now same-sex marriage have each drawn 

remarkably similar predictions of doom about the 
survival of marriage and society from their opponents.  
She recognizes that the law usually follows rather than 
leads in trying to reflect contemporary realities, and that 
the courts are already forced to adjudicate disputes 
regarding same-sex couples.  She makes the case that the 
evolution of our society’s view of marriage to the current 
belief that two people should be able to freely choose 
their life partner based on their own hopes for 
companionship, friendship, affection and love is a perfect 
setting in which to now recognize same-sex marriages. 
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  Many people – who left the church of their childhood 
or were not raised in any faith tradition -- find their way to 
a Unitarian Universalist church when they have children.  
One of the reasons I frequently hear is that they want to 
provide their children with some sort of moral compass in 
difficult times. 

   As UUs, though, we often have trouble figuring out 
whether we’re trying to create “good UUs” or “wonderful 
people.”   Kate Tweedie Erslev, a life-long UU and 
author, believes we need to do more to help our children 
understand that Unitarian Universalism is a faith tradition 
and not just a place to learn about religion. 

  “Neglecting to foster a UU identity is similar to 
leaving the meaning of the Bible to the Fundamentalists,” 
she says. “It is time to clarify who we are.  When it comes 
to religious education, this means creating life-long 
learners, responsible decision makers and agents of 
transformation in the world who recognize the power of 
being in a UU community.”  

 Ms. Erslev talked to 82 women and men, who were 
raised and remained UU and ranged in age from 25 to 87, 
to find out what prompted their lifelong commitment to 
Unitarian Universalism.  The results of those 
conversations led to Full Circle, which is available in 
UUCC’s bookstore. 

 Many of the lifelong UUs she interviewed enjoyed 
their first taste of leadership in their congregations by 
teaching religious education classes as teens.  The 
experience empowered them, they said, and they in turn 
took their responsibility seriously.  UUCC is fortunate to 
have several teens teaching in RE classes this year.  They 
include Emily Berkson, a  preschool teacher; Maria 
Tolbert, a Kindergarten-1st grade teacher and Andy 
Savadkin, who is assisting in the 6th-7th Neighboring 
Faith class. 

 Another trait the lifelong UUs shared was attending 
services and classes regularly.  “We offer support for a 
life-enriching, lifelong journey that involves the whole 
family through the calamities and joys of life,” Ms. Erslev 
notes. 

 Many of those interviewed by Ms. Erslev remembered 
engaging Sunday classes created by skilled teachers where 
learning was fun and lasting friendships were formed.  
And most talked about their transforming experiences 
with their congregation’s youth group, which provided 
discussions about life’s big questions, fun and friendship 
as well as opportunities to take on leadership roles and 
connect with adults. 

 The lifelong UUs recalled fondly memories of all-
church events such as potluck suppers and church fairs 
and annual events such as Water Communion, Flower 
Services and Christmas Eve pageants.  In addition, they  
remembered rituals marking life transitions such as child 
dedications, coming of age, services of union and 
memorials.  Ms. Erslev suggests it is a “balance between 
stability and change” that leads to lifelong memories and 
commitment. 

 Involvement in service projects that provided an 
opportunity to put principles into practice and included 
children, youth and adults also played an important role 
for the life-long UUs Ms. Erslev interviewed.  In addition, 
they talked about singing together and being in the church 
choir or inspired by a minister, teacher or church leader. 

 In the past, we UUs have often defined ourselves as 
“what we’re not” rather than what we are and left our 
children to discover our implicit beliefs on their own.   
Today, we’re doing better by using the Principles and 
Sources as guides for our religious education programs as 
well as our own lives. 

 “But we still are not articulating our UU identity very 
well,” Ms. Erslev notes.  “It is time to put aside our 
reluctance to describe ourselves as a faith with a concrete 
identity and to begin to describe the ‘house’ that we live 
in.” 

 This is something I will be thinking about as we start 
this new year.  And I’ll be interested in hearing your 
thoughts as well. 

Ways to Grow Lifelong UUs  by Karen Lee Scrivo, Interim Director of Lifespan Religious Education 

 

Kay Armstrong Baker 
ABR, CRS, GRI 

Distinguished Sales Assoc. 
 

5575 Sterrett Place 

Columbia, Maryland 21044 

Office:  (410) 730-6100 

Voice Mail:  (410) 715-3211 

Fax:  (410) 740-8258 

E-mail: kayarmstrongbaker@mris.com 

www.kayarmstrongbaker.net 
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    If you've been thinking about singing with the 
Chalice Choir, January 3rd, 7 PM, would be a great time 
to start. We'll be starting our rehearsal cycle for 
winter/spring services, and beginning work on the 
dramatic and moving Bach motet, Jesu, Meine Freude, for 
the Music Service. Come try us out for fit- we think you'll 
really enjoy the experience, musically, spiritually and 
socially. See how it feels—no obligation. Folks with 
choral experience and/or music reading skills are of 
course welcome, but those with good ears and voices but 

no experience are welcome to come check us out. We 
provide help with learning the music- it's a serious 
challenge for our non-readers, but they work very hard 
and grow musically. Folks of all ages, teens to adults, are 
always welcome.   Singing together is one of the great 
community-building and growth-producing experiences 
humans can have- come find out for yourself!  
   For more information, call or email Tom Benjamin 
(410-750-2709).  

Check Out the Chalice Choir:  January 3 is Open Choir night!  

Music �ews 

Other Upcoming Musical Activity at UUCC 

 This year is remarkably active musically. Mark your 
calendars now! Not only do we have the consistently very 
high level Chalice Concerts but all sorts of other music-
making, involving so many of our members and guests. 
Some reminders (details will follow):  
       Chalice Concert Series recitals on Jan 19, March 22 
and May 17. Details on the UUCC website and later in 
the Link and Blast.  

       Feb. 10: Concert by the Messengers, singers and the 
Kegelstatt Trio (Tom's Peabody faculty trio); 3 PM, 
Recital Hall, Howard Community College.  
       April 6: Annual Music Service; Masterworks of J.S. 
Bach, 11 AM. (open rehearsal April 3, 7 PM)  
       April 26: Jazz CoffeeHouse Concert/Dance with 
Michael, the Chalice Messengers, Swingers and 
Chanteusies.  

Chalice Series—First Concert of 2008!     by Michael Adcock 

 Here is your calendar reminder for the next Chalice 
Series concert in the 2007-2008 season.  On Sat, 
January 19th at 8 PM (Informance, 7:15 PM) we 
present the early music group Harmonious Blacksmith.  
Focusing on music from the 16th to 18th centuries, the 
group has planned a marvelous program based on the 

works of Handel, and the Italian composers who 
influenced him.  Made up of former Peabody 
Conservatory students, Harmonious Blacksmith will be 
joined by soprano Ah Hong.    

 Don’t miss this unique event!!!   

MUSIC 
FOR YOUNG CHILDREN AGES 5-7 

Piano and other music-making 
 

JUDITH KIERSTEAD—NCTM 

410-381-7413 
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Services for the Deaf         from First Church of Baltimore 

 For ten years now, the First Church of Baltimore has 
offered an American Sign Language interpreter at its 
services.  Two years ago, they installed Harry Woosley, 
who is both deaf and ordained, as an affiliate minister 
with a special outreach to the Deaf community.  Harry 
hopes to begin a network of deaf Unitarian Universalists 
who communicate on-line. 

 Twenty-four thousand deaf people who rely on 
American Sign Language are estimated to live in the 
Baltimore Metropolitan area.  We are looking to reach 
those who might find a home in Unitarian Universalism.  
 The first problem, of course, is like many hearing 
people, those who are deaf may know nothing about us.  
The second problem is finding a church that has 
interpreters that is close enough for them to attend.  Silver 
Spring and First Church are the only reasonably local 
churches that provide this service. 

 We are inviting you to think of who you might know 
among your family, friends and acquaintances that is 
Deaf, has Deaf family members or is otherwise connected 
with the Deaf community who might be interested in our 
faith.  On Sunday, February 3rd, Revs. Woosley and 
Hubbell will conduct a joint service aimed at newcomers 
called “A Very Good God.”  The service will provide an 
introduction to the Universalist side of our faith and 
describe what our faith offers to the Deaf.  Services start 
at 11:00.  We are located in Mt. Vernon in the heart of 
Baltimore at Charles and Franklin with free parking until 
one o’clock across the street. 

 Please check out our website www.firstunitarain.net 
for more information about our church including 
directions, or contact Rev. Hubbell (410-685-2330) or 
Rev. Woosley. 

Greater UU Community �ews... 

Learning Opportunities     from Meadville Lombard Theological School  

 Meadville Lombard Theological School, a UU 
seminary in Chicago, Illinois, announces two learning 
and networking opportunities for lay leaders, seminarians, 
and ministers: 

 

Winter Institute - February 8 - 10, 2008:    

Can We Build the Beloved Community through 

Political Action? 
 

 Explore the potential and the limitations of 
democratic processes for creating the beloved 
community.  During two days of lecture and discussion, 
consider the kinds of political activities effective in 
building community and how this political work is 
connected with the institutional life of the church. 

 This workshop will be led by Dr. Melissa Harris-
Lacewell, Associate Professor of Politics and African 
American Studies at Princeton University and author of 
"Barbershops, Bibles, and BET: Everyday Talk and Black 
Political Thought." 

 Fees for the Institute are $130 for students; $190 for 
all others (not including lodging). For more information, 
visit our website, or email.  Registration closes 
January 15th. 

 

Civil Rights Bus Tour: March 22 - 30, 2008 
  

 Join Rev. Dr. Gordon and Judy Gibson as they take 
you on a tour of significant sites of the Southern Civil 
Rights Movement, offering a journey of experiential 
learning where you will encounter the sites, sounds, and 
especially the people who worked to create change during 
this revolutionary time in our country's history.  The 
course is offered for credit for seminary students, but 
non-students are encouraged to audit the course, too.  

Enrollment to take the course for credit will be limited 
to 15. An additional 15 seats on the tour will be available 
to the general public. Registration is on a first-come basis 
and is due no later than January 18, 2008.  Please note 
that this year the course runs across Easter weekend. 
 Participation for the entire eight days is required for 
those seeking academic credit and strongly encouraged 
for all others.  See the link on our home page for more 
information about this course:  www.meadville.edu. 

 This course was offered in 2006 and was a life- and 
ministry-changing experience for all of the participants. 
 For an account of that trip, please visit our website. 

For more information on either of these programs, please 
contact Tina Porter (773-256-3000 x236). 



 

January 2008 Page 10 The LI K 

How to spread the news  

about UUCC events 
 

  Follow these simple steps to get the word out 
about UUCC events: 

 

 1. The LI�K:  The deadline is the second Sunday of 
the month. E-mail all copy and inserts to Editor 

Lorien Haavik (newsletter@uucolumbia.net).   If 
you are a regular contributor to The LI K (or if you 
plan on contributing articles) and you would like a 
monthly friendly reminder about the upcoming 
deadline, please send an e-mail to Lorien with “send 
me a reminder” in the subject line. Reminders will be 
sent, by e-mail, on the previous Wednesday. 

 

 2. Thursday E-mail Blasts:  Keith Smith 
(keithlsmith43@verizon.net) sends a weekly e-mail 
blast every Thursday. The deadline is 8 pm 
Wednesday.  Be brief. Your  news or event will start 
appearing on the weekly e-mail blasts three weeks 
before the event. E-mail blasts are for non-repetitive 
events only. Regular meetings are listed in The 
LI K, on our Web site, and briefly in the Sunday 
Bulletin. 

 

3.  Sunday Service Bulletin:  Announcements for 
UUCC's Sunday Service Bulletin should sent to the 
Bulletin Editor (uuccoos@gmail.com) no later than 
10:00 am on Wednesday.  Please be brief - no longer 
than a few sentences.  Make sure the date, time, and 
contact person(s) are included. 

 

 4.  Media Publicity: If you have an event that you 
want the public to attend, e-mail 
(admin@uucolumbia.net) or mail the information to 

Sheri Spandau one month before the event. She will 
submit press releases to the local media, when 
appropriate. 

 

5. Web site publicity:  If you have an update to 

existing website publicity content that you want to 

publish to the UUCC website, email Jeff Polon, 

(webmaster@uucolumbia.net).  You can send the 
PDF file or Microsoft Word file that he will convert 
to PDF. Please give Jeff at least two weeks notice to 
make the change. 

Join the Discussion! 
     
 UUCC has an online discussion group! It's not a high-
traffic group and won't fill up your mailbox. You will find 
issues that affect UUCC and UUs, minutes of board 
meetings, other important messages for the congregation, 
and more. If you're a member or active friend, sign up now 
so you won't miss anything! To subscribe, send a blank e-
mail to uucolumbia-subscribe@yahoogroups.com or for 
more information, contact Sherry Peruzzi.. 

Boost UUCC Building Fund  

by Buying Groceries!   
 

    Gift Cards/Scrip are now available for Food Lion, Giant 
Food, Superfresh, and Weis Markets. UUCC receives 5% on 
all Superfresh, Weis, and Food Lion cards and 4% on Giant 
cards. If you shop at any of these stores, please purchase 
scrip/gift cards from us. All proceeds benefit our building 
fund. Contact Leo McPherson (410-744-5073) or see him 
in the lobby most Sundays. 

  We, the member congregations of the Unitarian 

Universalist Association, covenant to affirm and 

promote 
 

• The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

• Justice, equity and compassion in human 

relations; 

• Acceptance of one another and encouragement to 

spiritual growth in our congregations; 

• A free and responsible search for truth and 

meaning; 

• The right of conscience and the use of the 

democratic process within our congregations and 

in society at large; 

• The goal of world community with peace, liberty 

and justice for all; 

• Respect for the interdependent web of all 

existence of which we are a part. 

 Grateful for the religious pluralism which enriches 

and ennobles our faith, we are inspired to deepen our 

understanding and expand our vision. As free 

congregations we enter into this covenant, promising to 

one another our mutual trust and support. 
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Adult Choir   Anyone interested in 
joining should contact Tom 

Benjamin for information 
(410-750-2709). 
 

Biking Club meets monthly Mar-
Nov for rides of varying lengths 
and levels of difficulty. For more 
information, contact Peter Fort 
(410-381-4546).  
 

Bridge Club  Party Bridge is the 
2nd Fri of each month at 7:30 pm. 
For information about the next 
gathering, call Ao Wang 
(410-730-5971).   
 

Community Blood Drives are 
sponsored by UUCC and held three 
times a year at OBIC. Donors must 
be 17 years of age or older, in good 
health, and weigh at least 110 lbs. 
Contact Pat Fort (410-381-4546 or 
uuccblooddrive@comcast.net) to 
find out when the next drive is 
scheduled and how you can help. 
 

Duplicate Bridge starts at 7:15pm 
on the 4th Friday of every 
month; must call Leo McPherson 

(410-744-5073). Partners available.  
Enjoy a friendly game.  
 

Game Group meets on the 2nd Fri  

of each month. New members 
welcome.  Attendees bring favorite 
card or table games, or even clever 
riddles to solve.   Contact �ancy 
Farley (410-740-4866) 
 

Friday �ight GLBT Movie    

1st Friday of every month at 
OBIC, 6pm.  Free pizza and movie.  
Contact Lorien Haavik for more 
info (newsletter@uucolumbia.net). 
 

 

Jazz Connection meets at 7:30 pm 
the last Mon of each month to 
experience JAZZ. Come, sit back, 
listen, participate, and enjoy. 
Contact Cole Wiggins 

(410-997-1713) or John Holt 
(410-655-0216). 
 

Meditation Group meets every 
Tuesday night at 7:30 for 40-50 
minutes of meditation to music or 
in silence.  Bring your tapes or CDs 
to share with the group.  Contact:  
Cathy Muller (410-381-7528).  
 

Men's Group Monthly Breakfast 
meets the last Wed of the month at 
9:00am at the Forest Diner on 
Rt. 40 West.  Contact Jim 

(443-812-2148). 
 

PFLAG (Parents and Friends of 

Lesbians and Gays) meets on the 
2nd  Tues each month from 7:30 to 
10:00 pm in the UU Sanctuary 
(Room B). Contact Linda Linton 
(410-997-0792 or 
www.pflagmd.org) 
 

Second Sunday Bookstore  Find 
the right words for inspiration, 
ideas, gifts, and information all at 
the UUCC Bookstore on the second 
Sunday of every month.  Questions, 
suggestions, limited like-new 
donations welcome.  Contact 
Eileen McIntire (410-290-7058).  
 

Turning Circle  UUCC's Pagan 
Interest Group, meets the 2rd Fri of 
each month at 7:30 pm at OBIC. 
Bring food or drink to share after 
circle. For information, contact 
Alex Cauthen-Zach Zach 

(410-536-4909). 

 

 

 

Song Circle   Bring your voice and/
or instrument to the monthly UUCC 
Song Circle on the 3rd Fri of each 
month, at 7:30 pm. Members are 
encouraged to provide multiple 
copies of lyrics or guitar tab, which 
can found at: http://www.olga.net/; 
http://www.guitartabs. cc/; http://
www.guitaretab.com/. The Song 
Circle is hosted at members homes, 
so join the e-mail list to be notified 
of locations and directions: http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/
uucc_songcircle/. For more 
information, contact Jay Paul  
(410-531-0219). 
 

Spiritual Support Group This 
group focuses on assisting your 
personal spiritual search and 
deepening your individual spiritual 
experience. Drop-ins are welcome! 
The group meets at 7 pm every 
Tues at OBIC in Room 3. For more 
information call �ancy Lewman 
(410-988-9200). 
 

Chalice Ringers handchimes group 
rehearses Monday evenings at 7:30 
PM in the UUCC sanctuary 
(meeting room B).  Contact Tom 

Monroe for more info 
(musicyd@uucolumbia.net or 
410-964-3185). 
 

Young Adult Group welcomes all 
YA's (ages 18 to 35) in celebrating 
spiritual, service, and social 
interests of the UU Faith.  For more 
information, contact Mark 

Lazzaro (410-788-8817), or visit: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group 

/uuccyoungadults  

Ongoing Activities 

UUCC is a very active community.  This is only a small list of what is happening in our congregation each 

month.  For more ways to get involved, check the Sunday Bulletin each week, make sure you’re on the email 

blast list for weekly notices, and join the online discussion group.  See Page 10 for details about all of these 

methods of communication, and page 5 for Ongoing Social Action Activities. 



Sunday Services 
 

Owen Brown Interfaith Center 

7246 Cradlerock Way 

Columbia, Maryland 
 

Sunday mornings at 9:00 and 11:00 am 
 
  

 January 6 In conjunction with Howard County’s 
Choose Civility initiative (based on the book 

by P. M. Forni), the Rev. Paige Getty will 
consider civility as a spiritual act.  

 

January 13 The Rev. Scott Alexander (River Road 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation) will be 
our guest preacher this morning, while the 
Rev. Paige Getty leads worship for his 
congregation at River Road.  The title of 
Rev. Alexander’s sermon will be, “Rebooting 
the Human Heart:  Unitarian Universalism as 
Humanity’s Software Solution.”    

  Carolyn Mateer, Worship Associate. 

 

   The Second Sunday Outreach Offering 
will go to Rebuilding Together, with whom 
our YRUU (Young Religious Unitarian 
Universalists) will be working this year. 

 

 January 20 Are We the Dream?  On the MLK holiday 
weekend, our Young Religious Unitarian 
Universalists (high school youth) will 
explore the progress we’ve made since Dr. 
King described his dream in 1963, the 
challenges we face today, and potential steps 
for the future.  (Rev. Paige Getty will be 
away this weekend.) 

 

 January 27 Have we forgotten how to whittle?   The 
Rev. Paige Getty reflects on the spiritual 
value of sitting still. 

January Birthdays 

1 John Elicker 

 Clara Langan 

 Justin Paul 

 Lee Triplett 

2 Rachel Paul 

3  atalie Geipe 

4 Greg Mccarty 

5 Lucas Blanco 

7 Tom Seidman 

8 Granger Sutton 

9 Rachel Polon 

11 Kathy Harris 

12 Robin Hessey 

 Inge Hyder 

14 Daniel Mccarty 

15 Robert Herstein 

16 Fiona Shea 

 Dawn Turney 

18 Roberta Koons 

 Ann Wing 

20 Scott Brown 

21 Eddie Tucker 

24 Tim Estell 

25 David Dzingeleski 

 Mary Ellen Walsh 

26 Carolyn Alexander 

 Emily Illig 

 Debbie Pennell 

28 Dylan Dubeau 

29 Amy Knowlton 

31 Robert Moore 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 

�ew Year’s Day 

UUCC Offices 

Closed 

2 

7:00p Film 

Discussion 

3 

2:00p Piano 

Lessons 

7:00p Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:00p Finance 

Council  

4 

6:15p GLBT 

Friday Night 

Movie 

 

 

5 

6 

9:00a UUCC Worship 

10:15a Peacemaking 

11:00a UUCC Worship 

12:30p Spirit of Life 

5:00p Quest, OWL 

7:30p Sacred Chanting 

7 

7:30p Handchimes 

Rehearsal 

8 

7:30p Spiritual 

Support Group 

 

9 

7:00pm Film 

Discussion 

7:00pm OBIC 

Board Meeting 

10 

2:00pm Piano 

Lessons 

7:00pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

11 

7:15p UUCC 

Party Bridge 

7:30p Turning 

Circle 

12 

 

13 

9:00a UUCC Worship 

10:15a Newcomer Chat 

11:00a UUCC Worship 

2:00p Presentation on 

Wills, Living Wills 

4:00p OWL 

5:00p Quest, YRUU 

14 

7:30p Handchimes 

Rehearsal 

15 

7:30p Spiritual 

Support Group 

 

 

16 

7:00p Film 

Discussion 

17 

2:00pm Piano 

Lessons 

7:00p Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:30p RE 

Council 

 

18 

7:00p YRUU 

Overnight 

7:30p Eco 

Movies 

19 

7:00p Chalice 

Series 

20 

9:00a UUCC Worship 

10:30a Sunday Forum 

11:00a UUCC Worship 

11:00a Quest, YRUU 

21 ML King Day 

10:00aLINK 

Copying 

7:30p Handchimes 

Rehearsal 

 

22 

7:30p Spiritual 

Support Group 

7:30p Social 

Action Council 

 

23 

10:00a  LINK 

Assembly 

7:00p UUCC 

Board Meeting 

 

24  

2:00p Piano 

Lessons 

7:00p UUCC 

Choir 

Rehearsal 

 

25 

7:15p Duplicate 

Bridge 

26 

 

27 

9:00a UUCC Worship 

11:00a UUCC Worship 

12:30p Spirit of Life 

Class 

12:30p Membership 

Orientation 

5:00p YRUU, Quest, 

OWL 

28 

7:30p Handchimes 

Rehearsal 

29 

7:30p Spiritual 

Support Group 

30 
 

31 

2:00p Piano 

Lessons 

7:00p UUCC 

Choir 

Rehearsal 
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410-381-0097      *      fax 410-381-6537      *      admin@uucolumbia.net      *      www.uucolumbia.net 

Staff 

Rev. Paige Getty, Minister (minister@uucolumbia.net) 

Karen Lee Scrivo, Interim Director of Lifespan Religious Education 
(dlre@uucolumbia.net) 

Paula Linn, Director of Administration and Communication (DOAC) 
(doacuucc@uucolumbia.net) 

Tracey Butler, Office Assistant (admin@uucolumbia.net) 

Phyllis Jovich, Shared Ministry Facilitator (smf@uucolumbia.net) 

Tom Benjamin, Music Director (musicd@uucolumbia.net) 

Michael Adcock, Associate Music Director (musicad@uucolumbia.net) 

Tom Monroe, Youth Choir Director (musicyd@uucolumbia.net) 

April Lee, Music Coordinator (musicc@uucolumbia.net) 

Pat Fort, Bookkeeper (bookkeeper@uucolumbia.net)  

Bobbi Koons, Sunday Office Assistant 

Maureen Harris, Youth Director (ydir@uucolumbia.net) 

Jill King, Childcare Coordinator (childcare@uucolumbia.net) 
 

Karuna Pastoral Caregiving Team (karuna@uucolumbia.net)  
 

Administrative Team (A-Team) (ateam_uucc@googlegroups.com) 

Includes the Minister, DOAC, and Co-Stewardship Directors Sylvia 
Hazzard and Gail Thompson. 
 

Sunday Bulletin 

Deadline: Weds, 10 am, UUCC Office or uuccoos@gmail.com 
 

Sunday Services 

Services at 9am and 11am (See page 12 for more information) 

Board of Officers and Trustees 

David Cash, President (2007 - 2008) 

Jim Caldiero, Secretary (2006 - 2008) 

Ken Rock, Treasurer (2007 - 2009) 

Mark Lazzaro, Trustee At-Large (2006 - 2008) 

Therese Sohr, Trustee At-Large (2007 - 2009) 

Eileen Clegg, Trustee At-Large (2007 - 2009) 
 

Religious Education 

Religious Education classes and nursery care are available for 
Preschool through Eighth Grade at 9:00 am and 11:00 am. Eighth 
grade OWL (Our Whole Lives – sexuality education), Quest Coming-
of-Age, and High School Youth Group, YRUU (Young Religious 
Unitarian Universalists) meet on Sunday evenings, 5-7pm.  Contact 
Maureen Harris at ydir@uucolumbia.net for more information. 
  

OBIC Office Hours (410-381-2000 or info@obicolumbia.org) 

Monday - Friday, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
 

UUCC Administration Office Hours 

Monday  9:30am—6:00pm,  Friday   9:30am - 5:00 pm  

Tuesday-Thursday 10:00 am - 5:00 pm, Sunday 8:00 am - 1:00 pm 
 

Minister's Office Hours  Rev. Getty is in the office regularly 
Tuesday through Thursday.  However, she will meet you by 
appointment on any day except Monday, her day of rest.  In case of a 
pastoral emergency, you may try to reach her at home: 443-259-0472.  


